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LITTLE VISITS TO THE HOMES OF JESUS 


By JOHN ANDREW HOLMES, D. D. 


Author of “The Prodigal Son Ten Years Later’ and “Wisdom in Small Doses,” and 
Writer of the Syndicate Features, “The Pastor Says” and “When Sunday Comes.” 


- Eee years ago, on a Lincoln lawn, the 
Nebraska poet Neihardt read some selections 
rom his own verse. One of the poems which 
were then read has been buzzing in my ears ever 
since. It had to do with a little village—a lazy, 
lrowsy village. That village was hardly con- 
cious that a poet dwelt within it. It was blind 
Oo what its poet imagined and deaf to what he 
ang. Yet he it was who gave that place all its 
ignificance. Without that bard in its midst, the 
own would have amounted to nothing. 

Of another community on a far-off continent 
nd of an age long past, we entertain the same 
dea. We assume that one who briefly dwelt 
here imparted to it all its meaning. When that 
erson was born there, its past had been incon- 
equential and its future was to be that of an 
mpty eggshell from which the chick had been 
atched. 

Nevertheless, such is not really the case. Not 
nly does history prove that Bethlehem already 
ras old and famous before ever Jesus was born 
here, but one may go and see for oneself that 
ethlehem has continued to exist until now. 

Leaving the train from Haifa at Jerusalem, 
1e tourist may proceed and in less than six 
liles over a road that follows a ridge south by 
yuthwest he will arrive at the city of the 
aviour’s birth. It is built along the summit of 

crescent-shaped hill of limestone, about a 
alf mile above sea level, and it is a big town 
ther than a little village. It contains about 
vo thousand houses, which are square, flat- 
yofed and built of the white stone of which 
1e hill is composed. So doubtless were its houses 
1 ancient times. It is probable that the appear- 
1ce of the place has changed but little in two 
jousand years. 

No longer however is it a Hebrew town. Al- 
ost all the people of Bethlehem are Chris- 
uns. 

We follow the main street, which is narrow 
id winding, until it brings us to the market 
uare. This is a cosmopolitan area, with as 
any sorts of people as of animals, and with 

many colors as sounds. The costumes of the 
ople are striking and noticeably different from 
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BETHLEHEM: Where He Was Born 


those seen elsewhere in Palestine. Another fact 
strikes the eye: the women and children are 
more comely than those of neighboring localities. 
How appropriate this seems in this city of the 
Madonna and her Child! 

Bethlehem stands at the center of a fertile 
region, and this explains its name. During a 
period of thousands of years, in the course of 
which one race has been replaced by another, 
the name of the town has remained substan- 
tially unchanged. It is now rendered “Beit- 
Lahm.” 

In part Bethlehem was the same name as that 
of a half hundred other Israelitish communities, 
all of which began with the syllable Beth. This 
syllable meant house, or place. There was Beth-El, 
the place of God; Beth-Dagon, the place of the 
god Dagon; Beth-Shemesh, the place of the 
sun; Beth-Zur, the place of rock. The names 
of towns almost as commonly began with Beth 
as in this country today they close with ville. 

Beth-Lehem meant the place of bread. In 
brutal American, we should call it Breadburg, 
or Buntown, or Biscuitville, or more probably 
Rolls City! 

In our country, such a name would convey 
no meaning. But it was entirely different in old 
Israel, where every name, whether of person 
or of place, meant exactly what it said. When 
Bethlehem, therefore, was named Breadtown, 
the meaning was that the surrounding region 
was fertile. In a Bethlehem a Ruth would find 
wheat to harvest, in a Bethlehem a David would 
find sheep to tend. In a Bethlehem the hungry 
always would find food. 

This fact was particularly worth marking on 
the eastern coast of the Mediterranean Sea. 
At the southwest of Palestine, there stretches 
the vast expanse of the Sahara Desert, with 
practically no greenness between the two areas 
except in the narrow Nile Valley. At the south 
and southeast likewise, there lie a thousand 
miles of the arid tract of Arabia. At the east, 
there is nothing but infertile land, and on the 
northeast the prospect is not much better. Only 
Palestine and its extension northward in Syria 
and Asia Minor present any appearance of 
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fertility, and this is only in comparison with 
the surrounding desert. A native agricultural 
expert—perhaps the only one among the Arab 
population of Palestine—remarked to me one 
day, “My country, which is about as big as your 
Connecticut, is about as fertile as your Nevada.” 

It is for a good and sufficient reason that the 
Bible mentions stones more frequently than 
fields, and when Jesus spoke of asking for bread 
but being given a stone, he contrasted the two 
things which respectively were the hardest and 
the easiest to find. In such a part of the world 
and in such a land, where productive tracts 
are few and small, Bethlehem well might re- 
joice that it was worthy to be called the City 
of Bread. 

Bethlehem still is a place of food. The sur- 
rounding fields yield grain, olives, figs and 
grapes, and there still the shepherd tends his 
sheep, where once was found the Bread of 
Life, who came down out of heaven to feed the 
hearts of men. 

There are other things besides its name to 
remind us that Bethlehem is an ancient town. 
There is for instance the neighboring sanctuary 
which marks the reputed site of the death and 
burial of the beautiful Rachel, for whom Jacob 
served fourteen years, while time seemed to 
stand still because of the great love which he 
bore her. When we consider that all the Jews 
called themselves “children of Israel,” by which 
they meant children of that Jacob, we realize 
that even two milleniums ago Bethlehem al- 
ready was hoary with age. Nowhere are found 
stories more touching or beautiful than those 
which long before the nativity of Jesus, hung 
in a cluster around Bethlehem’s throat. 

One of these is a tale of the wheat fields. The 
book of the adopted Bethlehemite Ruth has been 
pronounced the best of the world’s short stories. 
Yet it was written not to make a good story, 
but rather as a tract for the times. To ancient 
Hebrew Know-Nothings, with their unlovely 
prejudice against foreigners, this story said 
that no less a personage than David, Israel’s 
glamorous king, was descended from a sweet- 
spirited woman of Moab. Though of alien blood, 
nothing but death could part Ruth from Naomi, 
her Jewish mother-in-law. She married a wealthy 
Hebrew wheat farmer, in whose fields she had 
gleaned after his reapers, and through the line 
of Israel’s outstanding monarch she became 
the most famous ancestress of him whom we 
know as the King of Kings. 

There are towns which seem to bulk as large 
as cities. However small their census figures, 
individual residents of theirs have earned for 
them everlasting names. Because of Ruth and 
David alone, the fame of Bethlehem would have 
been so secure that pilgrims still would be seek- 
ing the place out. Ruth and Bethlehem harvest 
fields, and David and Bethlehem sheepfolds, 
long before the supreme descendant of Ruth 
and David was born, had richly endowed it with 
historic charm. Already Bethlehem had become 
renowned, and prophets had gone so far as 
to declare that here God’s Anointed One must 
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be born. It is far from the truth, therefore 
to characterize Bethlehem Ephratah as 

“Only a little village 

Of reputation small. 

Nevertheless, in the light of what came tc 
pass here in the fullness of time, the stories o1 
Ruth and David lose their luster. What matters 
it that Jacob had walked the Bethlehem roac 
with Rachel, that Ruth had travelled this roac 
with Naomi, or that Samuel the seer had come 
over it to anoint the ruddy lad David to be 
king, in comparision to the appearance here 
of two later travellers from Nazareth? “There 
was a baby born in Bethlehem.” “When Christ- 
mas comes, I see him still arise.” 

Here was an event which was destined to di- 
vide all history in two and to make the earlie1 
Bethlehem stories to seem no better than idle 
tales. What matters it that “learned men. . 
explain how myths crept in?” Its foretelling by 
prophets, its announcement by an angel, it: 
heralding by a heavenly chorus and its cele- 
bration by worshipping Magi from the east 
divinely led by a star—the significance of this 
birth for all subsequent time is sufficient 
justify more than all these marvels. 

Whatever his followers may wish Jesus seem: 
actually to have been born in a place whicl 
was used as a stable, and not even in a building 
but in a cave in the earth. We are reasonably 
certain of the very enclosure where the Saviow 
of men was given birth. 

The Holy Land was one of the principal area: 
where dwelt the ancient cave people. For suck 
folk nature had overbuilt the country every: 
where with suitable homes. In some of th 
cavern shelters of days ten times as long ag 
as those of Jesus, those Palestinian cave-dwel. 
lers left behind them flint instruments, whicl 
have been brought to light in our own times 
In one room in the rock, in Galilee, there dwel 
a certain cave person who has become wel 
known this Twentieth Century, for part o 
his skeleton has at length been found, and al 
that remains of his physical form is now 01 
exhibition in the Palestinian Museum in Jeru 
salem. Near Bethlehem likewise, remains hav 
been unearthed which date back to the earl 
or middle Old Stone Age. 

Scores of times does the Bible speak of th 
caves which formerly had been homes for sucl 
creatures. Often they were used as hiding places 
Abraham and Sarah, Isaac and Rebekah, Jaco 
and Leah, were all buried in the same cave Oo 
Macpelah. David frequently had to do wit! 
caves, the cave of Adullam at one time housin 
his little rebel army. Lot, who seems to hay 
been old-fashioned, followed the earlier prac 
tice of the cave people by using a cavern as | 
dwelling place. Indeed, down to the present da 
there are Palestinian dwellings which are partl 
natural and partly artificial, in which huma 
beings and live stock share. Right in the town 0 
Bethlehem there may be found such partnershi 
cave-houses, whose stone walls enclose recesse 
in the rock. : 


However, the Israelites of historical times hav 
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commonly used their caves to house not them- 
selves, but only their beasts. If therefore the 
new-born Jesus was laid in a manger, probably 
he was born in a cave, and such is the definite 
tradition from almost the earliest Christian 
times. Justin Martyr, born only one long life- 
time after the crucifixion, makes the categorical 
statement that the Lord was born in a cave. 
In the following century, Origen wrote, “There 
is a cave at Bethlehem, the cave where Jesus 
was wrapped in swaddling clothes, and this site 
is greatly talked of in surrounding places.” In 
turn a century later than Origen, Queen Helena 
identified this grotto as one of a group of such 
openings in the earth, and near them in 330 
A. D. her imperial son Constantine built the 
Church of the Nativity. Two centuries later still, 
Justinian extended the edifice to cover the cave, 
and it marks the spot to this day. 

This great basilica, which has been remodeled 
many times, was pronounced by Dean Stanley 
“probably the most ancient monument of Chris- 
tian architecture.’ Viewed from the market- 
place of the town the church resembles a fort. 
Entering through a low door, we pass through 
a great hall of more than two score yellowish 
brown stone pillars, then through the transept, 
down some steps, and at length coming to a 
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third door, we descend a stairway whose steps 
have been worn smooth and slippery by the feet 
of pilgrims of many centuries, until finally we 
arrive in the sacred cavern itself. 

This place is thirty-three feet long, eleven 
feet wide and ten feet deep, and is furnished 
as a Chapel. Its present floor is of marble and 
its walls are richly tapestried. Through the dim- 
ly lighted room we come to “the place of the 
manger,” which is a recess in the south wall 
three steps deeper than the rest of the cave. 
In the wall opposite is another recess, where 
many lamps are hanging and in whose floor a 
silver star is embedded. Two inscriptions at 
this point tell the wonderful story, “Here of the 
Virgin Mary Jesus Christ was born,” and the 
purpose of his birth, still so largely unrealized, 
“On earth peace, good will among men.” 

Here in this hole in the ground, which today 
is richly embellished, but which at that time 
was exceedingly rude, the Lord of heaven had 
his first earthly home. Here where tens of 
milleniums earlier there may have dwelt men 
whom we should hardly regard as quite men, 
there was born the unique man who throughout 
all the succeeding milleniums men have con- 
tinuosly interpreted as more than a man. 


The other articles in this series will be published as follows: 
January: Nazareth, Where He Was Brought Up. 
February: Capernaum, His Home During His Ministry. 
March: Bethany, The Home Where He was Always Welcome. 
April: Jerusalem, The Home of His Soul. 


WHAT CHRISTMAS MEANS TO US TODAY 


By the REV. RICHARD K. MORTON 


HRISTMAS means, above all, that there is 

now a new relationship between God and 
us. He has supremely revealed Himself. An im- 
perfect idea of man has given way to a perfect 
personal Idea of God. A great expectation has 
become a great reality. 

Christmas is also a beginning—the beginning 
of a new Life and a new world. We who know 
what heights that Life reached reverently ob- 
serve the day when it began. 

Christmas is a quest. The darkest night has 
its guiding star even today, and to the humblest 
somes the herald angel with his tidings. There 
is something which we must seek out; there is 
4 journey which we must make. There is some- 
Shing which we must see. 

Christmas is a gift. We had no reason to ex- 
sect or demand this event. We did not deserve 
t. God need not have sent His Son; or He 
night have sent the expected resplendent 
eader. | 

Christmas is a song—the song of the angels, 
he song of the heavenly hosts and of many re- 


joicing human hearts. It is our great task to- 
day, in this time of perplexity and hardship, 
to see to it, through social service, personal 
generosity, and organized friendliness, that our 
people have real cause to “give back the song 
which now the angels sing.” 

Christmas is a light for a world which is 
dark. It is a light to a world whose highways 
are dim and uncertain. It is a light to barren 
and deserted hearts, to crumbled philosophies, 
to tottering kingdoms. 

Christmas means to us all a time when we 
are anxious to bring more unity, friendliness, 
and helpfulness into our churches and com- 
munities, and when we seek to get closer to the 
heart of religion and closer to an understand- 
ing of the spirit of Jesus. How real may be the 
spirit of Santa Claus, and how truly we may 
hear for ourselves the message of the herald 
angel and the singing of the heavenly hosts! 
Christmas is a time when our lives should be so 
expectantly awaiting these great events that 
they must needs happen again within our hearts. 
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THE MARKS OF A HEALTHY CHURCH 


By the REV. RALPH E. VALENTINE 


se EEL religion was the pillar of 
cloud by day and the fire by night which 
marched in the vanguard of history, but now it 
is the ambulance corps which trails along in the 
rear of the conflict caring for the sick and the 
wounded,” so said Dr. Hoffding. 

The resulting mental image of the Christian 
church is that of a weak, halting, helpless in- 
stitution without any vitality or backbone—a 
picture which has been the theme of much cur- 
rent criticism. A prominent theologian recently 
went so far as to exclaim: “How much we could 
enjoy God if it were not for the churches.” So 
much criticism from writers, ministers, and 
theologians within the church indicates a need 
to show that the American church is not en- 
tirely spiritually defunct. It is just as stupid to 
say that the church is digging its own grave as 
it is to say that all government is hopelessly 
corrupt, or that all business is shamelessly 
selfish. So much criticism does indicate the fact 
that many “pillars of the church” are suffering 
from a spiritual disease known as “pernicious 
spiritual anaemia’’—an affliction associated with 
what Dr. Coffin calls “vestibule religion.” 

Today health is a much discussed subject. 
Competent advisors, through the press and 
over the radio, tell how to avoid general ill 
health, what to do for particular diseases, and 
how to build up the nervous system. In spite 
of so much advice, the average person is con- 
cerned about his health only when he gets sick. 
Then he loses his head like Voltaire, who 
agreed to commit suicide when ever his diges- 
tion was disturbed but broke his promise as 
soon as he had recovered. It can generally 
be concluded that anyone who is irritable and 
self-centered is not enjoying the best of health. 

A healthy church is not thinking of itself. It 
is not discussing whether God is real, or whether 
the church can survive another decade, any more 
than children reared in a wholesome family are 
discussing whether their parents are reliable or 
loving. Too much analysis reveals that some- 
thing is wrong at home as in the case of the 
physician and his wife who were in marital un- 
happiness. To the query, “What is the mat- 
ter,” the wife complained, “My husband is for- 
ever analyzing me.” The husband retorted, “My 
wife is always comparing me with other men.” A 
healthy church is no more concerned with its 
own state of spiritual health than is the ordinary 
active, robust man concerned about his physi- 
cal health. 

A healthy church is so busily engaged in 
ceaseless warfare with its historic adversaries— 
the world, the flesh, and the devil—that it has 
no time to think of itself, for the best defense 
is an attack. Dean Sperry said that no militant 
religion has ever said “religion and—;” it has 
always said “religion or—.”’ Neither has a 
healthy church ever said “the church and—.” 
It has always said “the church or—,” because 
any attempt to compound it with other words 


succeeds only in compromising it. A healthy 
church is vibrantly aware of God and his infinite 
resources and attempts to fashion the world 
after its own genius, Christ. 

It is very difficult to keep a level head in the 
midst of a world of awful apocalypses. It is im- 
possible for us to realize that the church holds 
a faith which the shift of customs and opinions 
cannot alter. A year never passes without the 
Christian faith being placed upon some such 
rack as Prohibition, the League of Nations, the 
N. R. A., the latest peace movement, or a bill 
in congress, which if modified or altered means 
the end of American Christianity. The record 
of church history is littered page after page 
with crisis, collapses, and crossroads, which in 
their own day were magnified out of all propor- 
tion in importance. In each period it was pro- 
phesied that the end of the church was ap- 
proaching, but in spite of such gloomy predic- 
tions Christianity never seemed to be ap- 
preciably impaired. 

Such an institution as the church is indis- 
pensable through this period of uncertainty and 
confusion. The church voices not merely the 
opinion of an age but something that might 
justifiably be called the wisdom of the ages. 
The church and all formally organized religion 
is needed on the surface as a channel for the 
expression of that deep, unorganized body of 
experience beneath the surface of all creeds 
and churches. The soul of man, meeting the 
eternal truths of God, feels His truth in spite 
of everything and must have some channel of 
expression. 

A lauded Soviet novelist, Romanof, made a 
significant statement about contemporary Rus- 
sia which is trying to base a happy national 
life on a non-religious foundation. He said that 
if the Russian people are still to believe in the 
existence and importance of themselves as units, 
they must unite in a sort of a church. This is 
the only way through such an epoch, that they 
can preserve the truth common to all humanity 
and save it from destruction. Churches are neces- 
sary to conserve and consolidate and use for the 
present the religious experiences that men have 
already had. Every generation must provide the 
means to have fresh insights, or rather a fresh- 
ening of an old and continuous revelation to 
keep its faith in the living God. 

The church will keep its health and continue 
to exist because it is the one organization that 
has as its goal the expression of the highest 
form of unselfishness and love. Dr. Tittle said 
that the church possesses a value which is be- 
yond dispute, as the one institution which stands 
for the religious interpretation of life; men 
need it as they need bread, as they need faith, 
or hope, or love, or as they need to save their 
children from ruin. The editor of a religious 
magazine, in a recent article, suggested that 
the point of Dr. Niebuhr’s antithesis between 
moral man and immoral society was broken in 
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regard to the church. Dr. Niebuhr expressed 
the opinion that morality cannot apply to hu- 
man society but only to the human individual, 
that social organizations are bound to act in 
the line of their own interests and the interest 
of their members, so that there can be no such 
thing as a Christian state or a Christian labor 
‘union. The church as a society is one exception 
because it has a higher conception of life and 
human worth and lives on a higher level of 
morality than do the individual members who 
compose it. Un-ideal though it is, the church 
continues to strengthen hearts, and to fulfill the 
just demands of the human spirit for guidance 
through the wilderness of this world. 

An active church teaches that animal exist- 
ence is not the whole of life. It explains what 
we are really here to accomplish. It answers 
the question which Father Tyrrell raised: “When 
everybody is properly clothed, housed, and fed 
the question still remains what to do with life.” 

Dr. Jung, the eminent psychiatrist, testified 
that this question represents the obstacle fac- 
ing nearly one-third of his patients. They are 
not suffering from any clinically definable neu- 
rosis, but from the senselessness and emptiness 
of their lives. As a diversion he has many of 
them take up painting. Some of their creations 
are worthy of being shown in modern art exhibi- 
tions, but the doctor’s purpose is not a question 
of art. It is something more important. It is the 
living effect upon the patient himself of strug- 
gling to give form to the inexpressible, even 
though sometimes crude and childish. That 
seems to be one of the marks of a healthy 
church. It helps a man to find a meaning in 
life. The common school assists young people 
to begin life, but the church is the only school 
which prepares adults for the latter part of 
life—the major issues such as old age, disaster, 
death, and eternity. It teaches the greatest of 
arts—how to live a life. 

Although the church offers a rich and vital 
fellowship to some, it would be untruthful not 
to acknowledge that there are many within its 
fold upon whose stage religion plays no living 
role. This fact has caused a rising protest 
against organized Christianity. Some members 
of our churches, who are enjoying the esteem 
of their fellow citizens, have falsified accounts, 
bribed legislatures, sanctified gambling in big 
utilities corporations and on the stock markets. 
Industrialists, who have tenderly sent their fam- 
ilies South to escape the winter’s cold, have let 
their workers nearly starve to death on a less 
than living wage. Where this injustice and 
hypocracy is felt most keenly, is in the home of 
the laboring man—just the man who should 
form the back-bone of the church. 

While this fact should give us cause for alarm, 
it need not shatter our faith in the musculature 
of the church. Dr. Fosdick has reminded us 
that history has never depended upon the ma- 
jority group in any organization to achieve suc- 
cess. The creative ideas destined to remake 


THE EXPOSITOR 


Page 115 


society have always been the possession of the 
minority. This principle gave Christianity its 
start. A healthy, vigorous minority comprising 
the church within the church who have been 
genuinely kindled by Christ’s spirit can fashion 
the world after its own ideals. Such a group 
working intensively could reunite our shattered 
culture into something like a spiritual whole. 
It could bring to bear upon politics, vocational 
life, and the life of the family those principles 
of love, faith, and loyalty which would make 
Christ’s spirit supreme. 

The church, if it would keep its health, must 
become a related institution geared organically 
with the actual forces that are remaking the 
world. A chemist told a group of students that 
as a specialist he was interested only in the 
chemical structure and properties of T N T and 
had no concern whether it might be used to 
clear stumps in a forest, or to blow up enemies 
in a trench. The church can no _ longer 
be a specialist in religious ideals without be- 
ing vitally concerned to put them to the test 
of practical situations. 


A red-blooded church must take a definite 
stand on certain issues. It is a false conception 
of its purpose, though, to think of it as a social 
agency or a soap-box orator’s platform. It does 
not exist to lay down the blue-prints of a social 
structure. It does exist to point out the fact 
that the worthwhile ends of life are attainable 
only through religion. The church must feel, 
when it protests against the evils we face, that 
it is not simply voicing the protest of humanity, 
but rather it is uttering the condemnation of 
God Almighty. Unless God can be felt to hate 
the sin which humanity hates, men will turn 
to the social agitator rather than to the Chris- 
tian church. Such a conviction is needed before 
we can again have a religion of power. There is 
some truth in the statement, that no one any 
longer is afraid of the church, because they 
know it does not mean what it says. 

A healthy church would be the pillar of 
cloud by day and the fire by night in the van- 
guard of our nations life. To make itself worthy 
of such a distinction it must provide the worship 
which man needs, and furnish teaching and 
guidance to growing lives. It must serve as a 
hospital for all those souls who need help and 
strength. It must be evangelistic and it must 
obey the command to go into all the world tell- 
ing its glad tidings. It must get the facts of 
the present crisis before the people so that they 
may know what it is they face. The character 
and function of a healthy church must be in 
principle that of the New Testament, a church 
which will make the evangel of Christ what it 
originally was: a proclamation of good news, 
of release to the captives, of giving sight to the 
blind. 

Re-energized in this way the church may be 
advanced from the ambulance corps to the back 
lines, to the vanguard at the front. 
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A CHURCH PROGRAM _BASED ON ACTION 


By LILLIAS A. JOY 


i i i i his summer. As far ' 

is i led report of an experiment carried on in a St. Paul Church t 
pita tal ae Wise iva the Free Method in education has been applied to adult life. Some ! 
of the reports are written from notes made at the time the meetings were going on, with the | 
thought of placing what was being done on a sound basis, or of seeing, whether or not, the plan | 


rested on a sound basis. 


TIME 7 VICI CE 

PLACE * 4) *  *) Thess Church: 

LEADER * * * * ‘The Elders or Church Fathers, which ever they are 
called. j 

SUBJECT * * * * Christian Courage: A Clinic of Christian Action. 

METHOD = * * Free Participation (not the pouring in of informa- 


tion). 
THE MINISTER? * * * * 


Present always but perfectly free to enter into the 


meeting at any spot or time he sees fit. 


SPIRIT OF THE MEETING? 


INTRODUCTION 

| N A St. Paul Church a prayer group of the 

church asked six of the elders each to take 
charge of one of the Mid-week meetings, dur- 
ing the pastor’s absence on vacation, with the 
sole object in mind of getting at the thought 
of the people on the following subjects: Prayer, 
Family Worship, Sunday Observance, Worship 
in the Church, The Mid-Week meeting, and 
Religious Literature. The elders gladly consent- 
ed to do this. 

The people of the church had formerly taken 
little part in the meeting—the minister was 
required to carry it all, so a change in method 
of conducting the meeting was necessary. A 
preliminary meeting, subject, “The Bible” was 
conducted by a member of the group making the 
request. The description of this meeting pre- 
sents an attempt to demonstrate a possible way 
to accomplish the desired end. The elders were 


The following folder was mailed to ministers 
in all Minnesota Churches. 


WORSHIP IN THE HOME 


The home is the very center of our civiliza- 
tion—it is the channel through which all that 
is high and noble flows. To preserve the home 
is to preserve Society. 

The Christian church cannot expect to carry 
on its work most effectively unless her teachings 
are thoroughly incorporated into the home. 

There is great value in a small group think- 
ing together about one specific purpose. Each 
member is stimulated to do his part and there 
develops a spirit of cooperation and apprecia- 
tion in the group when all are working for a 
common purpose. 

It is necessary that the father and mother, 
at least, understand this basic value of a group 
working together to achieve a single purpose. 
The mental attitude in family worship should 
be one of expectancy—if a group expects some- 
thing of value to grow out of the worship, then 
these values will be far more likely to develop. 
We all realize that God is able to do greater 


With prayer, without wrath or doubting. 


1 Timothy 2:8. 


not to be tied by this plan or any other in order 
to get their results, but finally they all agreed 
to try to follow the one outlined in order to give 
the method of a real test. None of the six leaders 
were formerly familiar with the plan. 

In the series of seven articles which follow, 
the subject matter is only mentioned incident- 
ally. We wish to call attention to the necessity 
of all the people present making a meeting, in- 
stead of the leader alone. The leaders were, a 
woman and six men. The men were, a former 
minister, a business man, a doctor of medicine, 
a schooled churchman, a High School prin- 
cipal, and a College professor. 

The seven articles are given as photographic- 
ally as possible, as snapped by the kodak of 
the eye of the committee, hoping to reveal 
difficulties and misunderstandings which will 
be encountered in first attempts to apply the 
Free Participation method in any adult group. 


things when He finds eager, waiting and willing 
hearts. It is “as thou hast believed, so be it 
done unto thee.” 

Worship in the home in a natural easy way 
where God becomes one of the family, stimulates 
the wholesome religious attitude on the part of 
the child. The early years of childhood are 
very impressionable and are the foundation upon 
which all later ideals are built. The Catholic 
Church recognizes this fact and places great 
emphasis on the early years of the child’s train- 
ing in the church. Let the Protestant Church 
also recognize the principle which the Catholics 
hold so valuable, that the early years of child- 
hood training are years of pure gold. 

Go into the development of family worship 
with the attitude of the seeker. Go into it as a 
family of seekers, every member, adult or child, 
striving to discover and carry into action the 
unique message which God has placed in the 
heart of each. Get the children to help plan the 
worship and take turns helping carry out the 
plans. Work together on the problem until the 
most helpful worship for all has been found. 
Christian values are developed when everyone 
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in the family works to make an enterprise a 
success. 

Who in his own home would not like to lay 
tie on the wall of eternity and mold a 
spo 


IS THERE WORSHIP IN THE HOMES 
IN OUR STATE? 


VARS Es Gir cee ao een eee Luke 11:9 


Since the above scripture has been taken by 
the committee on “Worship in the Home” as the 
principle on which to proceed, if you wish sug- 
gestive help write in to the State Office and ask 


Individual Worship 


Family Worship 


Sunday Observance 


WOrshineine thes @HuUrGh oo. sana. cosmos sans 
SHeciqmOaAyS ANG OCCASIONS es ae ae acacia © o.0 


Literature 


rd 


LITERATURE 
Psalm 119:105—“Thy word is a lamp unto my 
feet and a light unto my path.” 


The committee on Worship in the Home 
thought, at first, the only book it would name 
was the Bible. Its central purpose of action still 
affirms, that in order to receive or to give in- 
spiration the human hand must reach up and 
lift the Bible from the shelf. Is anyone in deep 
waters? The New Testament, one chapter a day, 
will prove a golden pathway over which to pass 
through even the deep waters of the Red Sea. 
Open The Book with a prayer on the lips, a 
prayer that the first stepping stone may be 
pointed out on which to place a foot. 

“On, Thou that hearest prayer, unio Thee 
shall all flesh come.” Psalm 65:2. 

However, some of the valuable helps published 
as findings of committees such as the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, the Com- 
mission Evangelism of the Congregational 
Church and the Stewardship Committee of the 
Lutheran Synod of the Northwest are in use 
in many homes and a list of such as have been 
sent in to us will be sent on request. 

I 
SUBJECT: THE BIBLE 

PREPARATION: 
(a) One week before the meeting: 

1. The people are asked to read Ephesians. 

2. Each person to bring his own Bible. 
(b) At the meeting in each chair: 

1. Hymnal. 

2. Bible. 

3. Pencil. 
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what has actually been done in some Minnesota 
homes. 

Topics follow for consideration in Midweek 
Services, in any group of Adults, Young Peo- 
ple, or Young Parents establishing family wor- 
ship in their homes: 

Do you do something concerning one of the 
below in your home? 

What do you do? 

Write and tell us. That is the only way we 
can ever find out. Be very definite. We will pass 
the method on. Action inspires action. On this 
principle we proceed. This inquiry is not a 
tabulation. Help to “Build the Kingdom by 
casting your personality into the everlasting life 
of the world:” 


. The Bible 
. Prayer 


. Family Gathering 

. Grace at Table 

. Sunday Morning 

. Sunday Afternoon and Evening 
. The Church Service 

. The Midweek Meeting 

9. Special Days 


OI no PW NF 


\ 10. Special Family Occasions 


11. Religious Literature 
12. Denominational Literature. 


The following program and the subject for 
consideration in the form of a question was 
written on the black board. The simplicity of the 
whole and the direct purpose of what was ex- 
pected, which met the view when each person 
entered the room, received favorable comment 
later. 


PROGRAM 
Hymns 10 Minutes How do I use the 
Bible 10 Minutes Bible or 
Prayer 10 Minutes What can I say 
Topic 25 Minutes about the use of 
Closing 5 Minutes the Bible? 


60 Minutes 


27 Present—26 took part—14 prayed—l was 

silent. 

The content of the hour is listed in seven 
parts for convenience of later reference as to 
how the audience and the leader entered into it. 

1. Silent prayer was offered for this meeting 
closing with leader’s audible prayer. 

2. Audience suggest hymns. Sing all verses 
and stop only when time for hymns is over. 

3. The closed Bible is held in the hand of 
each person. It is opened after a silent 
prayer for a personal message is offered. 

4. The leader assigns chapters of book 1 to 6, 
1 to 6, etc., around the room. Four minutes 
is allowed for each person to read his 
Chapter to himself and mark one verse in 
particular. 

5. PRAYER—Each one present prays the 
thought of his verse into the church, local 
or universal. 

(Continued on page 150) 
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Peace and Goodwill? 


It came, audibly, upon a midnight clear. It 
{s going to be a midnight clearer than most 
when it comes visibly and actually, this long 
“over-sung and underworked” “Peace on earth 
and good will to men.” 

Annually, as the Christmas-tide nears, we 
prepare to wax sentimentally euphuistic over 
the Star toward which we try to point others, 
without having fully convinced ourselves that 
we actually know the Way. The blind cannot 
lead the blind. 

Not so long as we permit national expenditures 
for armament to climb as they have climbed 
since we fought the war to end war; not so long 
as national boundaries are futilly conceived and 
as futilly constructed of concrete, not so long 
as denominationalism draws the theological line 
which not only excludes others but frequently 
those of its own household of faith; not so 
long as we refuse to be reconciled to our brother 
before offering our gifts at the altar, can there 
be either peace on earth or goodwill among 
men. Why sing of the non-existent? 

One dare not sing the songs of Zion, the 
songs of peace on earth and good will among 
men with his mouth and continue to sing the 
lyric of conflict, individual, denominational, na- 
tional, and ill will toward others in his heart 
and life, and be at the same time soberly and 
seriously intent or even partially sincere in see- 
ing peace on earth and good will. 

“Peace on earth and good will among men” 
is not a job for an automatic spray-gun in the 


Emergency Repair for Churches 


The following authorative statement has been 
secured for Expositor readers from the National 
Emergency Council of Federal Housing Admin- 
istration, relative to the eligibility of CHURCH- 
ES for loans under title I of the Federal Hous- 
ing Act. 

The 14 Answers to your questions about Mod- 
ernization Credits give the high spots of the 
Act. The Administrator has in other rulings de- 
fined the word “Owners” as follows: 


“The term, ‘owners, includes individuals, 
partnerships, corporations, trustees, and 
fiduciaries, associations of all kinds—edu- 
cational, religious, philanthropic, mutual, 
social, and fraternities.” 


The Divisional Director answering our ques- 
tions, says: “This information, I believe, fully 
covers this matter, and there is no question but 
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hands of a professional white-washer. It just 
doesn’t run out under pressure and cover the 
earth. It is a matter of tiny, bright and glossy 
bits, placed with deliberation, one at a time, as 
by the hand of an artist in mosaics. Working 
always toward a preconceived design, he labors 
on with tiny fragments, slowly covering the 
harsh under-surface, bit by bit, until he has 
finally covered the entire floor with his picture. 

The Bethlehem Babe brought peace and good 
will, but your work and mine is to do what He 
cannot do—spread it. It is a big order for our 
day. It will take big souls to accomplish it. What 
portion of it can you actually do? Just this— 
find peace for yourself first. You can’t convince 
unless you have been convinced. World-wide 
peace and good will must first be individual 
peace and good will. You will find your own 
peace after you have come to peace with your 
brother. When you and he are at peace, uni- 
versally, then there will be world-wide peace 
and good will, such as He came to bring. Stop 
preaching peace, peace, when there is no peace 
and make peace with your brother. 

There peace must begin. Not until it has be- 
come actual in your own heart and life can the 
Bethlehem Manger mean more to us than an 
easy, happy text upon which to preach the 
usual, popular, but senile Christmas sermon 
of peace and good will. “Leave there thy gift 
before the altar and go thy way, first be recon- 
ciled to thy brother and then come and offer 


thy gift.” 
y gi QnQd 


what the owners of the church property with 
the other necessary qualifications, are eligible 
under this act.” 

You may need additional or new Seating, 
Chancel Furniture, Folding Walls, Heating and 
Ventilating Equipment, Decorating, Painting, 
Pipe Organ, Bulletin Board, Kitchen Range, 
Sunday School Equipment, and here is your 
answer. 

The Church must express the atmosphere of 
God, and incite the spirit of worship and rever- 
ence. It must be expressive of religious life and 
Service, impressive and inspiring, thoroughly 
equipped to meet the needs of congregational 
life and activities. To meet these needs funds 
are available to keep your building in excellent 
repair. 

We invite your questions and suggestions on 
this phase of Church activity. 


December, 1934 


THE EXPOSITOR 


Page 119 


A FINANCIAL PLAN TO REPAIR and MODERNIZE YOUR PROPERTY 


The Federal Housing Administration says, 
“You may apply for credit to make housing im- 
provements, if you can repay in regular install- 
ments over a period of from one to three years.” 

Repairs or alterations often do wonders by 


adding to the value of your home or other 
property. The questions and answers given here 
offer definite information about the compre- 


hensive plan. Wn) 


14 Answers to your Questions on Modernization Credits 


1. WHO MAY APPLY? 


Any property owner, individual, partnership 
or corporation with a regular income from 
salary, commissions, business, or other assured 
source. It is not necessary to be a depositor in 
the financial institution consulted. 


2. TO WHOM DO I APPLY? 


To any National Bank, State Bank or Trust 
Company, Savings Bank, Industrial Bank, 
Building and Loan Association, or Finance Com- 
pany approved by the Federal Housing Admin- 
istration; or to a contractor or building supply 
dealer. 


3. HOW MUCH MAY I APPLY FOR? 


From $100 to $2,000, depending on your income, 
for improvements on any one property, and in 
connection with not more than five properties 
unless approved by the Federal Housing Ad- 
ministration, Washington, D. C. 


4. HOW LONG MAY NOTES RUN? 

For any number of months from one to three 
years. (Notes extending from 37 months to five 
years may be submitted to the Federal Housing 
Administration by financial institutions for spe- 
cial consideration.) 


5. WHAT SECURITY IS REQUIRED? 


That you have.an adequate regular income and 
a good credit record in your community. 


6. WHAT ASSURANCE NEED I GIVE? 

(a) That you own the property. 

(b) That the income of the signers of the note 
is at least five times the annual payments 
on the note. 

(c) That your mortgage, if any, is in good 
standing, and that there are no other past 
due encumbrances or liens against your 
property. 

(d) That you will use the proceeds solely for 
property improvements. 


7, WHAT SIGNATURES ARE REQUIRED 
= SON (THE NOTE? 

Signature of the property owner, and (except 

in special cases) if the owner is an individual 

and is married, also signature of wife or hus- 

band. No other co-signers or endorsers are re- 

quired. 


8. WHAT IS THE COST OF THIS CREDIT? 
The financial institution may not collect as in- 
terest and/or discount and/or fee of any kind, 
a total charge in excess of an amount equiva- 
lent to $5 discount per year per $100 original 
face amount of note. 


9. HOW DO I PAY THE NOTE? 


By making regular, equal monthly payments 
(seasonal payments for farmers) until the note 
is paid in full. 


10. MAY THE OWNER OF ANY KIND OF 
PROPERTY APPLY? 

Applications will be considered for credit to im- 

prove one-family, two-family, or other resi- 

dences, apartment buildings, stores, office build- 

ings, factories, warehouses, farm buildings. 


11. WHERE DO I MAKE PAYMENTS? 


The regular installment payments will be made 
in person at the place of business of the finan- 
cial institution; or by mail; or as otherwise ar- 
ranged. No payment shall be made to any gov- 
ernmental office or organization. 


12. MAY I PAY THE NOTE IN FULL BEFORE 
MATURITY DATE? 


Yes, at any time. A reasonable rebate will be 
allowed for pre-payment, if charges have been 
collected in advance. 


13. MAY I MAKE MORE THAN ONE PAY- 
MENT AT A TIME? 


Yes, aS many as you wish, but such payments 
should be in exact multiples of the agreed pay- 
ments, that is if monthly payment is $10, larger 
payments should total $20, $30, etc., not, for 
example, odd sums such as $18 or $25. 


14. WHAT IF I AM LATE IN MAKING MY 
PAYMENT? 


The maker must not permit his payments to fall 
in arrears. Should a payment be more than 15 
days late, the financial institution’s expense, 
caused thereby, should be reimbursed in part at 
the rate of not more than five cents per dollar 
for each payment in arrears. Persistent de- 
linquency will make it necessary for the financial 
institution to take proper steps to effect col- 
lection in full. 
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FROM MY READING 


Religion and theology are not the same thing. 
Religion is the country, theology the map. 

Religion as a typical human attitude is one 
of the facts of life. 

No man can respect his own intelligence if he 
thinks with his feelings instead of his brain. 

The realm of religion is as big and bewilder- 
ing as the realm of nature. 

Unless we are willing to say that the whole 
course of nature is a lamentable joke, an ele- 
ment so indispensable to the life of man as is re- 
ligion must be grounded in the fundamental 
truth of the universe. 

It is faith which, upon testing, results in as- 
surance, instead of assurance resulting in faith. 

We have yet to find out how the church col- 
lectively, can be more infallible than the good 
church members are individually. 

It takes more credulity than the modern man 

can muster to accept the mere word of the 
church without anything in the nature of evi- 
dence. 
_ Our minds should be open to the possibility 
that there may be other persons besides man 
in the world. If there are, certainly we cannot 
see them. But can we see life, or mind, or any 
man? We see bodies, and judge of the life and 
mind in them by the way they act. 

The most significant things we know are in- 
visible. Invisibility does not necessarily mean 
non-existence. 

If all the other arguments to establish the 
reality of God had to be abandoned, we should 
still believe in God because of what man is. For 
nothing less than personality in the whole can 
explain personality in any part. 

If any man wants to think of the world as a 
machine, instead of as a living organism, there 
is nothing to stop him. But, unless he is crazy, 
he will have to put a machinist into his picture, 
too. 

The trouble with all the alternatives to the 
idea of God is that they seem much more im- 
probable than He does. 

How unbelievable it is that such a story as the 
Gospels tell should ever have been told, if the 
substance of the story were not true. 

The main business of the prophets was not 
to foretell, but to tell forth. 

Every intelligent person needs to read the 
Bible, as a part of his education. 

The gospel takes human intelligence for 
granted, and builds on it as the foundation of 
higher truth. It goes beyond reason and con- 
science, but never against them. It travels with 
them as far as they go. 

If this world with all its seeming faults, is the 
best that God could do, then it cannot be so 
bad as we think it in moments of discourage- 
ment. 

If logic cannot comprehend that, then so 
much the worse for logic. The experience is true, 
just the same. 


The body is a glorious servant but a tragic 
master. - 

“To practice self-forgetfulness” is an absurd 
phrase. So long as one is trying to forget, one 
has to remember to try, so one goes on remem- 
bering. 

There is not much use in trying to be kind to 
people because we ought to be. Our self-right- 
eous intentions will stick out all over us like 
bristles and drive them away. 

We cannot live whole-heartedly for what will 
satisfy us, and at the same time for what will 
divide us from our fellows, as self-seeking in- 
evitably does. 

Jesus seems never to have shown any aversion 
to people whose sins were of the body. 

Frightening people away from evil is not as 
effective, or as good for them, as attracting them 
to goodness. 

Reform or suicide would follow if we were 
honest with ourselves. 

Jesus is tactful. He never starts out talking 
to a man about his sins. He is not offensively 
holy. 

In every realm of action we know by experi- 
ence that we can more safely trust an adequate 
characiter-guarantee than any logical plausibili- 
ty. 

Prayer is a function of the human mind so 
natural and so nearly inevitable as to deserve 
to be called instinctive. 

I for one would dispense cheerfully with the 
self-hypnotic benefits of prayer, if I thought 
that was all there was to it. : 

That God will not give us things which we 
can get for ourselves is obvious from the fact 
that He is a worker and expects us to be work- 
ers, too. 

Miracles have become a hindrance rather than 
a help to faith. 

There is little we can do to remedy defects 
of active evils of heredity. 

Right relations with our fellowmen are as 
ues a part of religion as right relations with 

od. 

We cannot keep other people from making 
wrong choices if they want to. 

Emphatically, Jesus did not enjoin long-suf- 
fering in precept or practice. 

Worship and work are the counterbeats of the 
pendulum of religion. When that pendulum 
stops beating, religion is at a standstill. 

_A preacher who willingly exploits his elocu- 
tionary gifts to win renown is as vulgar as a 
clown and as dangerous as a quack. 

The adjective “spiritual” is the keyword of 
that holy slang, the emotional of unthinking 
religionists, which is all too familiar to most 
of us—J.M.R. From RELIGION MEETS THE 
MODERN MIND—Russell Henry Stafford. 
ROUND TABLE PRESS. 


Peer Gr. METHODS 


Universal Bible Sunday—Stewardship—Christmas—W atch Night 


The Homes, the Schools, and the Churches are the great stabilizing forces 
of every community. The nation is made up of communities. Stabilization is the paeiaeiee ae 
the present hour. Men and women who are responsible for the well-being of the three great insti- 
tutions which form the bulwark of our nation are the same men and women who have carried 
on our great national industries in past years. Let us not follow blindly every will-o-the-wisp 
experiment proposed to cure the ills confronting every community, lest such experimentation be 
carried from industry into our Homes, our Schools and our Churches. How many of us are now 
embarrassed when we recall the ignoble part we played in carrying on the World War. Let us 
not repeat this experience by heralding from our pulpits the merits of experiments which are 
little understood even by those who propose them. Regeneration still begins with the individual, 
rather than with associations or groups, and the old Gospel is still effective in bringing about 


such regeneration. 


UNIVERSAL BIBLE SUNDAY, DEC. 9 

The theme for Universal Bible Sunday is re- 
lated to the four hundredth anniversary of the 
publication of Martin Luther’s translation of 
the Bible. 

The American Bible Society, Astor Place, 
N. Y. C. will provide pastors of America suitable 
free material which will include a brochure 
“Across the Barriers of Language” by Dr. Abdel 
Ross Wentz, Gettysburg, Pa., also a three-color 
poster showing Luther at work above a large 
reproduction of a first edition copy of Luther’s 
Bible open at Psalm 46, free responsive readings 
for congregational use. 

e 
METHODS OF STIMULATING INTEREST 
IN OBSERVANCE OF UNIVERSAL 
BIBLE SUNDAY: 

The adult Bible class as guests of honor. 

Reserved seats for persons having Bible 
names. 

Worshippers invited to bring Bibles or Testa- 
ments in foreign languages. 

Having the Scripture lesson read by a blind 
person from a Braille or other “embossed” 
Scripture volume. 

A Scripture-passage finding contest partici- 
pated in by young people who have brought 
their own Bibles. 

Recognition of all persons who have read 
the New Testament or the Bible all the way 
through once or oftener. 

Every one bringing a Bible requested at some 
point during the service to hold it up high 
enough to be easily seen. 

Recognition of all persons who, in anticipation 
of the occasion, have read a certain book, or 
books, of the Bible at the request of the pastor. 

Recounting by members of the congregation 
of incidents related to the history of the Bible 
or dealing with personal experiences connected 
with the Bible’s use. 

Reading or repeating a well-known passage 
of Scripture, such as John 3:16 or the 23rd 
Psalm, in languages other than English, by a 
number of persons well qualified to do so. 

A display of interesting and unusual Bibles 
including those with a personal history, foreign 
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language Scriptures, family Bibles, volumes in 
Braille, Bibles used by local celebrities, and rare 
volumes obtained from private or public libra- 
ries. 

The American Bible Society is prepared to 
furnish posters, leaflets, a pageant-drama, ex- 
hibits of foreign language Scriptures, and stere- 
opticon lectures suitable for use on Bible Sun- 
day. 


A JOASH SERVICE FOR JUNIOR BOYS 

By Louise M. Case, Eatontown, N. J. 

Scriptural Setting: II Kings 12:9. But Jehoida 
the priest took a chest and bored a hole in the 
lid and set it beside the altar, on the right side 
as one cometh into the house of the Lord. 

The scripture lesson (used as a part of the 
worship service) II Chron. 24:1-13 and II Kings 
12:9-16. 

Characters: King Joash, Jehoida, 2 Trumpet- 
ers or Pages, 4 bearers of the chest. 

Costumes: King is arrayed in purple robe, 
wears crown and has sceptre in hand. Jehoida 
red robe with ephod, mitre if practicable to 
make but not necessary. Pages and bearers in 
bright colored robes. (No character should wear 
black as the general effect is too funereal.) 

Scenery: No scenery is necessary. The plat- 
form is bare excepting for one armed chair for 
the king and a table within the altar-rail to 
receive the chest. The action may take place 
in front of the platform but within the rail so 
that the usual pulpit setting need not be dis- 
turbed. 

Action: The king enters preceded by the two 
pages who take positions on either side of the 
throne. 

King. How now! The hour strikes and Je- 
hoida appeareth not. Such independence on the 
part of the priesthood can not be tolerated 
longer. Go to the quarters of the high priest 
and tell him the king commands, for the sec- 
ond time this day, his presence here. (Page 
starts to depart but turns again to the king.) 

Page: But behold, he cometh even now, O 
King. (Jehoida enters and salaams before king.) 

Jehoida: Live forever, O King. 


Page 122 THE EXPOSITOR December, 1934! 
RAS CSL Ae Ree ee eee eee ee ee 


King: Come not here with vain obeisance and 
silly words upon thy lips. What of the temple 
of Jehovah, Our God? The breaches in the walls 
grow wider each day, and the rains bid fair to 
carry off the very altar lest something be done. 
The people forsake thee daily; but methinks the 
temples of Baal throughout the land fare not 
so ill though none dare cross the thresholds 
‘less he pay the fee with tax to boot. Where is 
thy temple, priest, where thy people? 

Jehoida: The land hath fallen on evil days, O 
King. Our fields bring forth, but men have not 
wherewith to buy. Rich merchants and money- 
changers no longer ply their trades and the very 
life is gone out of men. For it was from them 
that had great possessions that the shekels 
came. The temple falls asunder and the treas- 
ury is dry and we can do nothing. It is the 
“times,” O King, “the times.” 

King: Know you not, Jehoida, that the 
“times” are in our hands. It is for priest and 
king to make the times, either for good or for 
evil. And what are the “times’’ now but the 
result of the evil reign in the days of my 
grandmother Athaliah, who baptized the land 
in blood; and, too, of the infidelity of our 
priesthood who walk not after the Lord, Our 
God. The faith of our fathers, Jehoida, suffers 
from an unholy alliance of an unholy priest- 
hood with an unholy Authority. Do as you will, 
priest, but as for me and my house, we will 
serve Jehovah. And righteousness shall be es- 
tablished again in the land or thou and thy 
people will be forever destroyed. I have spoken! 

Jehoida: Thy words, O King, shall be my 
law. What wouldst thou have me to do? 

King: Listen well Jehoida. Prepare thee a 
chest full three cubits long and a cubit wide— 
a cubit shall be the depth thereof and a hole 
shalt thou bore in the lid. Bear the chest into 
the temple of Jehovah and there on the right 
hand of the altar as thou enterest the temple 
shalt thou dedicate it as a treasure-chest be- 
fore the Lord. And it shall come to pass that 
as the people come to worship they shall 
drop into the chest such offerings as their 
hearts commandeth. And give out among the 
people that faith is again abroad in the land, 
that this temple of Jehovah, our God shall be 
restored and that in the power of the Lord 
Israel shall regain the old-time honor of her 
fathers. 

Jehoida: It is done, O King. (Exit Jehoida.) 

(Exit king and pages.) 
(As organ plays a rather slow march procession 
enters from rear viz: Jehoida leading, followed 
by pages holding trumpets. If possible these 
may actually play coming up the aisle instead 
of the organ but experienced players would 
have to be used.) Then follow the bearers with 
the chest. Procession marches to altar, bearers 
place chest on table and form half circle about 
it while appeal is made from the pulpit. Any 
method desired may now be used for the bring- 
ing of the gifts. 


BUFFALO NICKEL ROUND-UP 
A clever plan for raising money for various 


purposes has been used successfully by several ! 
churches in Iowa. It is known as the “Indians : 
After Buffaloes” money rasing plan. 

In one church that found the plan especially ' 
profitable, 500 strong coin envelopes were ' 
printed. On each envelope an Indian head | 
penny was pasted with good glue. The wording | 
on the envelope was as follows: 


INDIANS AFTER BUFFALOES 

I am Chief-Go-Get-Em-Quick! 

I am one of 500 Indians sent out by the 
First Presbyterian church to bring in 2,500 
buffaloes (nickels) by Sunday, ———————, 
1934. 

I am anxious to lasso as many buffaloes 
as possible and I am asking you to help 
with the task. 

Have you a buffalo or two you will allow 
me to capture? I ought to have five or ten 
to take with me to the round-up. 

Proceeds from this round-up will be used 
for the building fund of our church. 


Then a space was allowed for name of con- 
tributor, address and amount. 

This plan met with a splendid reaction on 
the part of children as well as adults. All of the 
collection envelopes were returned and each 
one was filled with from two to twenty nickels. 
About $150 was raised through this method. 

At another Iowa church the same plan was 
used with a variation. The “round up” was a 
social event at the end of the campaign, to 
which the entire church and Sunday school was 
invited. The room was decorated in the style of 
a western ranch and a special round-up pro- 
gram was given, with appropriate readings, 
songs and talks. Several young women and men 
were dressed in cow-boy fashion which helped 
to give the event the proper atmosphere. 

—H. Wilbur Polson. 


e 

THE CHAIN REFERENCE BIBLE 

The observance of Universal Bible Sunday, 
as well as the nearing Christmas Season, will 
afford ample reason for investigating the spe- 
cial merits of the Chain Reference Bible de- 
scribed on the back cover of this issue. 

Among many desirable features of this book, 
the outstanding ones are: the analysis of each 
of the 66 books; analysis of the different verses 
of the Bible; analysis of each chapter of the 
N. T.; more than 100,000 references carefully 
selected on the basis of thought contained 
rather than some particular word; printing out 
of verses in full under more than 1200 different 
Biblical and everyday subjects; a remarkable 
general index of over 7,000 subjects and names. 

Why not express your preference for this 
volume as your Christmas Gift, when you are 
asked by friends or family about your choice 
of gifts? 


SUGGESTIONS FOR YOUR CHRISTM 
LETTER oe 


Holidays—Holy Days, by A. M. P. Tucker 
Holidays are breathing spells intended for 


lecember, 1934 


ecreation, that man might rest in the midst of 
is labors. We are all familiar with the nursery 
hyme which tells what happens to Jack when 
e has all work and no play. Would it not be 
etter for us as a nation if we could learn to 
lay more. Holidays were instituted by our 
reator who plainly tells us that after six days 
or cycles) He set apart the seventh for rest. 
hould we not feel a greater respect for these 
Thank You Days’? 

Greatly did I feel this urge within me, so 
hat this year we have begun our Thanksgiving 
estivities with “the day” and mean to keep 
he entire six weeks in the holyday attitude of 
rayer and praise. With this in mind we are 
stting a time—viz. high noon each day—for a 
1oment of silence and meditation, holding this 
ffirmation, “Father, I thank Thee.” We invite 
ll interested to join us; our holiday spirit will 
ontinue, in this, at least, until after Candlemas 
ay. 

The hunger for freedom of thought and wor- 
hip is innate, and throughout the ages has 
xpressed itself in countless forms of rite and 
sstival. To us in America, Thanksgiving Day 
fas begun when a weary but courageous band, 
fter a perilous voyage, first set foot on new 
oil and immediately knelt in one great prayer, 
Father, I thank Thee.” 

Since that time, Governor Bradford of the 
lymouth Colony, George Washington in his 
roclamation, and the national proclamation 
ent out after the Civil War have given to man 
ne one universal holiday—regardless of race, 
reed, or religion. 

Father, I thank Thee—for all blessings—but 
1ost of all for the great gift that has come 
) our day and age, the freedom to think and to 
rpress our thoughts freely without fear of 
sing our lives. 

In this manner does our holiday become a 
ynsecrated or holy day. 

“Peace on earth, good will to men”; what 
lore marvelous Christmas gift could come to 
an than to hear anew this message and to 
salize that never before has he been so closely 
lated to its call. Is not this cause for the cry 
' “Father, I thank Thee”? 

Customs are, after all, but signs of the times 
ad even to have a desire for universal peace is 
long step forward. 

The keeping of this holiday season is very 
acient, and in some manner each nation has 
ided to its lore. A MSS. in the British Museum 
1ows the early church divided into an eastern 
1d western branch, the eastern keeping the 
ate of the nativity on January sixth, the 
astern, on December twenty-fifth; under the 
fluence of Chrysostum they united upon the 
yenty-fifth, since which time Christmas has 
come one of the three great annual church 
stivals. 

To investigate the origin of our Christmas 
stivities would take us back to the days before 
xesar. Our customs are closely interlaced with 
ian forms of worship: the mythology of the 
ruids (from whom we have our mistletoe), 
e worship of Thor (or tree worship), the 
iturnalia of the Romans, each added some- 
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thing to the song of praise; yet it was not until 
the birth of the world’s Redeemer that the pe- 
culiar message of the Christmas season was 
shed abroad. 

To his birth, both women and children owe 
their emancipation; with his birth entered the 
great light, of which our electrical flood at the 
Christmas season is a symbol, that light which 
is to give light to all the entire ends of the earth, 
to scatter darkness, and to bring the new day 
after the winter solstice. : 

For all, then, may this Christmas bring a truer 
realization of Thanksgiving, and its greatest les- 
son prove that of the blessing of giving. 

“Father, I thank Thee’—and to all I add a 
God blessed holiday and holy day. Play more 
—Praise more—Pray more. 


A THOUGHT FOR A TIME OF BEREAVE- 
MENT 

There is the law of transfiguration expressed 
in the natural world. God makes everything 
beautiful before He takes it away. The Trans- 
figuration of Christ was the divine prelude to 
His death on the Cross. Science looks upon 
death as a disfiguration and descension; that 
is the material side. Religion looks upon death 
as a transfiguration and ascension; this is the 
spiritual side, which Christ taught us. 


ATTENDANCE STIMULATOR 

In a Canadian Church the attendance for 
Mid-Week Service is increased many times 
by a short “Housewives” and “Business Mens’ 
Meeting” prior to the devotional meeting. The 
‘women take turn in presenting to the womens’ 
group suggestions on “Better Homes” which 
are gleaned from daily papers, magazines, and 
books. The men take turn in presenting ideas 
on “management or recreation” gleaned from 
the same sources. This is a plan to try with 
your young people as well as older members. 


= 
REFLECTORS 
Not in mine own, but in my neighbor’s face, 
Must I Thine image trace; 
Nor he in his, but in the light of mine, 


Behold Thy face Divine. 
—John B. Tabb. 


LAUNCHING THREE SHIPS 
A young people’s meeting in College Street 
Baptist Church, Toronto, Canada, Dr. G. A. 
Leichliter, pastor, was announced as “The 
Launching of Three Ships.” They were invited 
to come and hear about “the greatest things in 
their Lives” brought about by the proper launch- 
ing of the three ships, viz. 
DISCIPLE-SHIP 
COMRADE-SHIP 
FRIEND-SHIP. 


© 
THE FOUR HUNDRED CLUB 


A pastor in a Southern City desired to in- 
crease the membership of his church 400 by a 
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given date. With the help of the Mens’ Club 
“The Four Hundred Club” was organized with 
a membership restricted to those who pledged 
themselves to secure new members. 

This same idea was adapted by an Ohio pas- 
tor who desired to raise $400.00 to purchase 
chancel seating. The number or amount may 
be changed to suit your purpose or need. 


PASTOR’S CALLING SCHEDULE 

Dr. Harold Francis Branch announces in the 
weekly bulletin the streets or sections of the 
city he expects to visit during the coming week. 
This is a courtesy appreciated by members, and 
helps the pastor to carry out a well-defined 
program of calling. 

@ 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF BIRTHS 


Rev. Paul Shelford, Baptist Church, Bay- 
onne, N. J., emphasizes parental responsibility 
in announcing the birth of children in the homes 
of members. Here is a typical Shelford an- 
nouncement: 

“A little son recently came to bring joy to 
Er onaye lave tahieneueveteeneeiels We congratulate the parents 
of William George and wish them happiness in 
the task of molding the new life.” 


e 
THE QUEEN’S GARDEN 


The Sunday School of an eastern church 
adopted this name for carrying out a plan 
for collecting plants and dolls for hospitals and 
orphanages under its care. All flower pots were 
gaily decorated with dipped enamel process, 
and all dolls were wrapped in the gayest of 
paper and boxes. A special hour was designated 
for bringing the gifts to the proper place, and 
all inmates of hospitals who could attend were 
invited to the “Queen’s Garden” in the assem- 
bly room. Here they were treated to such del- 
icacies as the hospitals sanctioned, motion pic- 
tures were shown, and the plants distributed. 

The same plan was carried out in the or- 
phanages, with candy and apples added for the 
children. The dolls were distributed at the 
gathering called “The Queen’s Garden.” Young 
people will have a gay time decorating the 
assembly rooms for such a party. 


e 
GETTING THEIR MAN 


When Dr. Thomas of Hyde Park Community 
Church, Cincinnati, launched a “Personal 
Evangelism” campaign, he designated the work- 
ers the “Spiritually minded Mounted Police,” 
and charged each visitor to “Get His Man.” 
Such a plan adds color to the effort and will, 
without doubt, gain more concentrated effort. 


C) 
PASTORAL DREAMS 


In the Redeemer Record, St. Paul, we read of 
a Pastor’s dreams of new Chancel Seating, new 
Carpeting, new Communion Ware, new Win- 
dows, new Kneeling Benches, an Echo Organ, 
Chimes, new Decorating, etc. The article ends 
with the wistful statement, “These are just a 


few of our dreams, presented without any pa 
ticular object in view excepting to encouras 
others to dream with us with the hope thi 
some day one or two of them may materialize 

Why not make these dreams come true NOV 
A little effort on the part of each member Ww: 
make even a “wild dream” come true. Read tl 
information on Credit Loans in the Editori 
pages of this issue. 


REDEDICATION OF A MODERNIZED 
CHURCH BUILDING 

Some pastors observe a formal dedicatic 
service after the installation of any major equi] 
ment or the addition of any major plan. Re 
Andrew M. Lowry, Napoleon, Ohio, offers yc 
this program. 


Rededication 

Pastor: “Thirty years ago, Sunday, Octob 
18th, 1903, a beautiful Indian Summer Lord 
Day, the Congregation of this Church, havir 
been prospered by the good hand of our Go 
and enabled by His grace and power to con 
plete this house of worship to be used for tt 
glory of His name, standing in His presenc 
dedicated the Building to Him. 

“To the Glory of God our Father, from who: 
cometh every good and perfect gift; 

“To the honor of Jesus Christ, our Lord ar 
Saviour; 

“To the praise of the Holy Spirit, source « 
light and life.” 

Elders, Trustees: “We, the Officers of th 
Church and Congregation, recognizing our ow 
unworthiness, and relying upon God for wi 
dom and strength, do hereby covenant that v 
will study the peace and unity of the Church ° 
the end that this house of God may contim 
to serve completely: for the assembling t 
gether of the rich and the poor to praise Gc 
Who is the maker of them all; for the worsh 
of God Who is a Spirit, in spirit and in trutl 
for the preaching of the Word of God in i 
fullness; for the proclamation of our Lord Jes 
Christ as our Saviour from sin.” 

Pastor: “In grateful remembrance of all wl 
have loved and served this Church; with hear 
tender for those who have joined the Chur 
Triumphant.” 

People: “We rededicate this temple to tl 
Lord our God.” 

Pastor: “For comfort to those who mour 
for strength to those who are tempted; for tl 
Sanctification of the family; for the instructic 
and training of children and youth; for t 
building of character, for the giving of ho} 
and courage to all human hearts.” 

People: “We rededicate this temple to the Lo: 
our God.” 


Pastor: “As a tribute of gratitude and love, 
free-will offering of thanksgiving and prais 
from those who have tasted the cup of TI 
salvation, and experienced the riches of TI 
grace.” 

People: “We the people of this Church al 
Congregation, now consecrating ourselves ane 
rededicate this entire house of the Lord, for t 
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worship of Almighty God, and to the service of 
ur fellowmen, in the spirit of Jesus Christ our 
40rd and Saviour. Amen.” " 


© 

SHRISTMAS CANDLE LIGHT SERVICE 
At the Hartford M. E. Church, the young 
eople gather at 5:30 on Christmas morning to 
ing carols on the church steps. They are joined 
yy cornet players. At 6:30, the candle lighted 
anctuary is opened for a service of song and 
neditation, and the reading of the Scripture 
tory of the birth of Christ. 


-ESPONSIVE READING BEFORE CHRIST- 
TAS COMMUNION SERVICE 
Penitence 

Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, 
yhose sin is covered. 

Blessed is the man unto whom the Lord im- 
uteth not iniquity and in whose spirit there is 
Oo guile. 

I acknowledge my sin unto Thee, and mine 
uiquity did I not hide. 

I said, I will confess my transgression unto 
ne Lord; and Thou forgavest the iniquity of 
ly sin. 

For this let every one that is godly pray unto 
hee in time when Thou mayest be found. 

Surely in the floods of great waters they will 
ot come nigh unto him. 

Thou art my hiding place; Thou wilt pre- 
sarve me from trouble; Thou wilt compass me 
bout with songs of deliverance. 

I will instruct thee and teach thee in the 
ay which thou shalt go; I will counsel thee 
ith mine eye upon thee. 

Many sorrows shall be to the wicked; but he 
iat trusteth in the Lord, mercy shall compass 
im about. 

Be glad in the Lord, and rejoice, ye right- 
us: and shout for joy, all ye that are upright 
_heart.—Rev. Andrew M. Lowry. 


HE OTHER WISE MAN 

The First Presbyterian Church of Tuscaloosa, 
abama, with Dr. Harold Francis Branch, pas- 
r, reports the following plan for a Sunday 
ening service at the Christmas season. 

The story of “The Other Wise Man” by Dr. 
snry Van Dyke was read. The story was much 
breviated, of course, and the reading was 
companied by the organist with appropriate 
usic. 

At certain climaxes the reader was silent and 
e music was played full organ. At other places 
e organ was silent and the reader unaccom- 
nied. 

The church was in semi-darkness during the 
ying. It makes a very beautiful and effective 
vice for the Christmas season. 


) CAROLERS 

While this number may sound ambitious, five 
irches in one Pennsylvania town united in 
ir effort to bring Christmas Cheer to the 
ole community. Every caroler who signified 


a willingness to join the group was pledged to 
bring some food for the needy, and every needy 
family in the community was serenaded and 
gifted with food and some clothing. These 
things were delivered by car, while the carolers 
were at the address. What this little community 
accomplished can be repeated in any village or 
city. Some say, “Times are different now,” but 
don’t let that discourage you. People’s hearts 
don’t change much; they still respond to the 
same stimulus. 


) 

YOUR CHRISTMAS LETTER 

The custom of sending mimeographed Christ- 
mas letters is a tragedy. Let us make an effort 
to write a personal note this year, embodying 
some of the personal feeling so necessary to 
those who need encouragement. It is not neces- 
sary to make it long, but let us say something 
in that letter to make the recipient feel that 
some feeling and sympathetic understanding has 
gone into its making. Some of the young people 
will be glad to help you with the routine work, 
the rest we must, as “shepherds” do ourselves. 


MORNING PRAYERS 

Heavenly Father, may the influeiuce of Thy 
love surround all who seek Thee in worship to- 
day. Be Thou in every stately Cathedral and in 
every humble Mission Hall, and if by the busy 
roadway a traveller build his Bethel may the 
eternal Glory shine upon its wide altar. Be Thou 
the comfort of every troubled heart and the 
healing of every wounded spirit today and may 
love conquer where self has, heretofore, stub- 
bornly resisted. Bless all who call upon Thee 
this day for the sake of Thy dear Son, our 
Saviour. Amen. 

Our Heavenly Father, we give thanks today 
for the evidences of Thy bounty all about us. 
We have watched the spring and summer come 
and go, have seen the fields and trees blossom 
and bear and now we are gathering the fruitage 
for use in days of cold and storm. Thou hast 
ever graciously remembered Thy people with 
harvests and if they have suffered want it has 
not been due to any forgetfulness with Thee. 
Bless us today and all the days, for Jesus’ sake. 
Amen.—Rev. G. A. Leichliter. 


CHRISTMAS SUNDAY CANDLE LIGHT 
SERVICE 
Organ—‘Noel” Guilmant 


Processional Hymn— 
“O Little Town of Bethlehem” 


Chorale—‘Hail to the Lord’s Anointed” 
ts eet ay cispatotn suse veners Old German 


Hymn—“Away In a Manger”...Martin Luther 


Quartet—“Stille Nacht”.......... Franz Gruber 
Garol— shes Chery Wacee! nance Traditional 
Hymn—“Weihnacht” ............... Harrington 
Ofiertory— Gesu Bambino —........0.5.- Yon 


(Infant Jesus) 
Congregational Hymn—‘It Came Upon the 
Midnight Clear” 
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Carol—‘‘All Hail, We Sing to Christ the King” 
RO BGS Brice Ci Orde oD RO oa Oar Semper 
Chorale—“While Shepherds Watched” 

Ma cevaeresar T. Est’s Whole Book of Psalms 


Quartet—“Christmas Song”.......... Harrington 


Carol—“God Rest You, Merry Gentlemen” 


Old English 
Carol—“‘The Shepherd’s Story” .......... Chope 


Recessional Hymn— 


“Angels from the Realms of Glory” 
Organ—‘“Marche Pontificale”............. Vidor 
—G. Vincent Runyan. 


e 
WATCH-NIGHT SERVICE INCLUDES 


PAGEANT 


Commencing at nine o’clock and continuing 


until we see the old year out, Our Watch-Night 
service should be helpful to all who spend New 
Year’s Eve in this way. 


The pageant, entitled, “The Passing of The 


Old Year,” will be presented at nine o’clock by 
a large group of young people. 


At ten o’clock the Philathea class will take 


charge and provide an hour of informal fellow- 
ship, with refreshments. 


About eleven we will meet for an hour of 


worship, with a message from the Pastor, enti- 
tled, “The Coming Year.” 


Your friends will be welcome. Bring them 


with you to enjoy this evening with us. 


THE OLD YEAR 


(Meditative Reading) 
My days are like a shadow which declineth; 
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and I am withered like grass. 

But Thou, O Lord wilt abide forever; and T! 
name unto all generations. 

Of old didst Thou lay the foundation of t- 
earth; and the heavens are the work of T: 
hands. 

They shall perish, but Thou shalt endure. 

Yea, all of them shall wax old like a garmer 
as a vesture shalt Thou change them, and th 
shall be changed; 

But Thou art the same, and Thy years sh: 
have no end. 

Lord, Thou hast been our dwelling place 
all generations. 

Before the mountains were brought fort 
or ever Thou hadst formed the earth and t: 
world, 

Even from everlasting to everlasting, Th: 
art God.—Exrchange. 

e 
COMMUNITY WATCH NIGHT SERVICE 

The pastors of an Indiana community e 
couraged the young people to plan a communi 
Watch Night Service. Refreshments were pr 
vided according to the number present fro 
each church. The usual whistle blowing, bh 
ringing, feature was preceded by a devotion 
service at the door of one of the churches whe 
spot lights had been arranged for the gatherir 
Appropriate Scripture verses were read by ft) 
various pastors, and appropriate songs we 
sung. 


FOR CHOIR AND CONSOLE - - DECEMBER 


PRELUDE 
MMelOd Vata aolecietre ea te titan eerie ates Tschaikowsky 
RIMeMpDranZaiaey cee sees Meee ee Yon 
Prelud esiniwG test cmecerriae: ce Mendelssohn 
PAStOLALCE S VINO vase eerie Handel 
Cradie@iSone maeadaeese ner aes Botting 
FAS SNEDHELASs Lalem ret ae ce er creace Gillette 
GesueBambinownececiseer cee cee eee Yon 
Shepherds Morning Song .............. Davis 


Marchvofst nes Maclenenccte yee er rere Dubois 


Hark The Herald Angels Sing ...... Ashford 
OFFERTORY 
Alleer Omit enOnmcr ODDO mane en Barouski 
TUX LOSE Fees soins ees cee ee ee Ganne 
ANGERS CCRANS Co oosoogeushdome aade0 Lemaire 
Dilentis Night vc. cx oars eee Ashford 
NOCHE NO sel Visweva career ect rel ee ee D’Aquin 
Star of the Shepherds ........ Stcherbatcheff 
TheiQuestiot the Magi pee Matthews 
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DRAMA and PAGEANTRY 


A BIBLE PICTURE—GALLERY OF GIVERS 


By ADELAIDE B. MEAD AND EMMA GARY WALLACE 


The following program will constitute a suitable prelude to the Gift P i i 
, 2 ‘ t rocessional of the Christ- 
mas season—at the same time stressing Gifts significant enough to be recorded in ieee history. 


What The 


@ 
Picture-Gallery Includes 


I. An Israelite bringing oil for the Tabernacle. 


A prince bringing gold to Josiah’s chest. 


—Three Givers to God. 


A poor woman casting two mites into the treasury. 


rT. 


aisles of the Church. 


The Gift Christmas Program 
As A Whole 


(This can be printed on calendars or programs 

to be handed about, or for announcement in the 

newspaper.) 

Processional Hymn, “Joy To The World.” 

Br ocation, followed by Lord’s Prayer, and Dox- 
ology. 

Anthem by the Choir, “Lo, How A Rose E’er 
Blooming,” by Praetorius. 

Scripture Reading, Isaiah 35. 

Hymn, “Fairest Lord Jesus.” 

Prayer by the Pastor. 

Offering. 

Organ Interlude (during which house lights are 
dimmed). 

A BIBLE PICTURE—GALLERY OF GIVERS. 
With Interpretations. 

Gift Processional, led by the Three Wise Men. 

Hymn, “Take My Life, And Let It Be 

Consecrated, Lord, to Thee.” 

Seven-fold Amen, “The Lord bless thee and keep 

thee,” by Melius Christiansen. 


Directions 

The above “Pictures” or Tableaux are posed 
in a large frame. This frame may be easily ad- 
justable in the following manner: the upper 
horizontal woodwork of the frame and the low- 
er horizontal piece of wood of the same width, 
are fixed or rigid, being held in position by 
standards or easel-like supports. The strips of 
wood used may be painted or covered with gold 
paper, and a row of small overhead lights (elec- 
tric bulbs) and footlights can be wired by al- 
most any young chap who has the time. These 
lights give the needed illumination from above 
and below. The light should be just out of 
sight, back of the top and bottom pieces of the 
frame. 

Two curtains will be needed. A front curtain 
of black or some dark material which will be 
divided in the middle so that the two parts can 
be drawn to the right and the left, apparently 
covering the side pieces (left and right por- 
bions) of the frame. 

On a second wire back of the picture frame 
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. A Gift for the Master of hearts—Mary with the Alabaster Box. 

A Gift that was multiplied —The lad with the loaves and fishes. 

. A Gift for needy neighbors.—Dorcas and a Widow and Orphan. 

. God’s Gift to the world—Mary, Joseph and The Child. 

. Three Wise Men with Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh, leading the Gift Processional from the 


is a narrower curtain of blue (the sky) or light- 
ish green (the out-of-doors). Almost touching 
this is a third wire with a black curtain upon 
it. 

This arrangement permits of the following 
adjustments: 

(a) The big frame with the lighted top and 
bottom, may be made narrower or wider at 
will, according to how far apart the two front 
curtains are drawn. Thus the picture may be 
a narrow panel or considerably wider. 

(b) If a blue or a green background is de- 
sired, the right curtain on the second wire will 
be shown. Or the one wanted will be brought 
into sight, bunched in the middle, and the 
dark curtain on Wire 3 drawn so as to indi- 
cate night or distance. 

(c) The all black back drop on Wire 3 may be 
used with silver stars on it to indicate night or 
a moon, to add to the picture. 

During the showing of the Bible Pictures most 
of the other lights will be turned off in the 
auditorium. 

Ages Of Players: Players of different ages will 
be needed, thus interesting old and young, or 
younger players may be made up when neces- 
sary to represent age. 

Interpreters Or Announcers: It will be desir- 
able to have two Interpreters or Announcers, 
preferably a young man and a young woman, 
standing to the right and left of the Big Pic- 
ture Frame, and so placed in order to manipu- 
late the side curtains at exactly the same mo- 
ment and to draw them back to precisely the 
same distance on either side. 

For convenience’s sake, these Interpreters 
have been named John and Jean. When the 
Bible Picture-Gallery is announced, the front 
curtains are closed so that none of the frame or 
its lighting will show from the audience. The 
ages of John and Jean are immaterial, but if 
possible, they should be fairly well matched as 
to size, to vocal equipment, and to skill in mak- 
ing themselves understood. 

Their costumes should be harmonious. As 
the front curtain is dark—perhaps black, the 
costumes of the Interpreters should also be 
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dark, since their spoken words are important 
rather than their appearance. These costumes 
may be simple, flowing (cheesecloth) robes, dip- 
ped to produce the color needed, and tied about 
the waist with a girdle loosely knotted. If pre- 
ferred, the Interpreters may wear modern dress, 
or something of a medieval nature. Many 
churches possess a considerable number of 
costumes which have been used from time to 
time, and will answer admirably. The type of 
church architecture and its decorative scheme 
may well be considered in selecting these 
costumes. 

With the ending of each spoken interpreta- 
tion, John and Jean draw the curtains apart 
and show the picture in the frame. Some un- 
obtrusive signal from the rear may be used 
to tell the Interpreters that the picture is posed. 


The Picture-Gallery Is Announced: 

The strains of a Christmas hymn, such as 
“Hark The Herald Angels Sing,’ or “Oh Little 
Town Of Bethlehem” are heard, gradually swell- 
ing and then dying away entirely. 

John: Good friends, have you ever been a 
traveler through the dark and cold of a winter 
night—with the snow swirling down out of a 
black sky, hissing past you with a cruel wind 
at its heels? Have you ever felt the vast un- 
friendliness, the chill indifference it would seem, 
of the universe? Have you experienced the 
clutch of fear at your heart lest you might lose 
your way and perish in the bitterness of the 
night and the storm? 

And then have you caught the glimmer of 
a welcome light—the outline of a window— 
sending out through the swift and wavering 
curtain of the snow, its message of warmth and 
cheer and human kindness? 

Jean: Oh yes. And I wonder if you have ever 
imagined swaying to and fro upon a camel’s 
back across the sandy billows of a burning 
desert, with the fierce sun beating down upon 
your muffled head and shoulders, wrapped close 
and stifling to shut out the choking sand that 
drove against your face and into your eyes 
from the leagues upon leagues of waterless, 
shadeless desolation. 

And then have you opened your eyes after 
a nightmare dream of endless suffocating heat, 
to see before you green trees and blue water— 
to feel a cool breeze dropping down from some 
blessed region of the upper air—to find a place 
of shadows and rest—an oasis where you might 
quench your burning thirst? 

John: Through the cold wastes of the North 
Atlantic flows a warm river—the Gulf Stream, 
tempering the rigors of the northern winter 
with the stored-up heat of tropical suns. 
Through the ages of human history has run a 
current of loving kindness, modifying the cruel 
struggle for existence with the miracle of un- 
selfish living. 

From the depths of the great heart of God 
has flowed this river of healing, life-giving love. 
Wherever His children make their abiding place 
in the desert of this world, there the traveler 
may find quiet and refreshment and relief from 
the burdens of life. 


THE EXPOSITOR 


December, 1934 


Look through the dark and the storm of thes« 
troublous times, and you will find the light ix 
the Christian homes and in Christian churches 
where the joy of giving outshines the gloon 
of every threatening tempest. 

Jean: The Bible is a Moving Picture of Life as 
it was lived centuries ago by people of a fal 
country. They were foolish. They were wise 
They were savage. They were civilized—olc 
and young, strong and weak, good and evil 
cruel and kind, struggling, fighting, loving, hat- 
ing. Worshippers of God and worshippers of 
demons—kings and peasants, prophets and poli- 
ticians—very unlike in some ways, and yet very 
like the people of our day. 

But somehow through the welter of their hu- 
man experiences, there crept in an ever-strong- 
er current of worldliness—an ever-deeper rever- 
ence for human beings as the children of God, 
an ever-higher reaching after the purposes of 
a loving Heavenly Father. 

Out of that great Picture-Gallery—the Bible, 
we have chosen a few scenes which typify a 
myriad little “unrecorded acts of kindness and 
love.” Some of these Gifts and Givers were not 
free from the motive of self-interest, it is true— 
but all of them were touched with that illumi- 
nated wisdom from Above which further reveals 
to humble hearts, the power of the soft answer— 
and the magic of fearless love, as well as the 
blessedness of that giving which expects no re- 
turn but the gladness of being a blessing to 
someone, somewhere. 


Cues 


(At the cue words, “The gladness of being a bless- 
ing to someone, somewhere,” eight measures from 
“Going Home,” the Largo from Dvorak’s New World 
Symphony are played, or a few strains of ‘Angel 
Voices Ever Singing.” 

(As the music dies away, John and Jean draw 
back the black side curtains at the same instant to 
reveal the Picture in the Frame. The Interpreters, 
Jean and John, may have read their parts and those 
which come after; or they may have manuscript in: 
their hands, partly reading and partly speaking ex- 
temporaneously; or they may have learned the parts 
if they prefer. 

(As each Picture is shown by the drawing back of! 
the curtains, the name of the Picture shown willl 
be distinctly announced by the other Interpreten 
who does not give the description of the Picture. 
In this case, John announces.) 

Tableaux I is in three panels. Care should be tak- 
en that each picture is distinct. 1—The man bringing: 
the oil simply holds a glass jar of what appears to 
be oil in one hand, and a lighted temple lamp in: 
the other, against a background of blue and green. 
2—The second figure is a prince richly dressed, hold- 
ing a small chest or box on the level with his heart! 
and looking into it, against a background of black. 
3—The third panel is of a woman in a white dress 
with a floating, striped head-dress, hand out, palm 
upward, and two dark coins against open palm, 
against a background of blue and green. 


John: I. THREE GIVERS TO GOD. 

An Israelite bringing oil for the Tabernacle. 
} The usual method of providing for the pub- 
lic worship of God was the giving of a tenth. 
But there were many occasions when extra gifts: 
were needed. We have here three givers chosen’ 
from widely-separated ages of Israel’s history. 
: The first of the givers is a man bringing a! 
jar of oil so that the lights of the tabernacle: 
may be kept burning—it was that tabernacle 
whose gold and silver-adorned cedar posts, and! 
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whose embroidered, purple hangings were them- 
selves the gifts of the tribes of Israel. 

Jean: A Prince bringing gold to Josiah’s chest. 

The second giver is a Prince of Judah, bring- 
ing of his wealth to repair the house of the 
Lord, in the days when King Josiah placed a 
great chest in the temple to receive the free- 
will offerings of rich and poor. 

John: A poor woman casting two mites into 
the treasury. 

The third giver is the woman of whom Jesus 
said when his disciples stood watching the peo- 
ple casting their gifts into the temple treasury: 
“This poor widow hath cast more in, than all 
they which have cast into the treasury: 

“For all they did cast in of their abundance; 
but she of her want did cast in all that she had, 
even all her living.” 

(I. Cue for commencement of Musical Inter- 
lude—‘‘even all her living: “Take My Life And Let 
It Be.’ After part of the Interlude is heard, Curtains 
should be Closed. Music continues until the signal 


from the rear that the next Picture is ready. Music 
stops. Jean and John Open Curtains.) 


John: II. MARY AND THE ALABASTER 

BOX: A Gift For The Master Of Hearts. 

(Picture shows Mary, vivid and eager, with a vase- 
like jar she is bearing carefully in one hand. She is 
holding back a drapery as though looking through 
into a room beyond. Pink and blue gown and 
draperies.) 

Jean: There is no lovelier story in the Bible 
than that of Mary of Bethany. Her pure and 
fervent devotion to Jesus, and his blameless yet 
very human joy in the understanding love she 
lavished upon Him—in a word, the beautiful 
friendship which bound both Mary and Martha 
and their brother Lazarus to the heart of their 
Master—open up to us the rich possibilities of 
Christian friendship between men and women 
im every age. 

Not long before the tragic ending of Christ’s 
aarthly life, he was a guest at the home of 
Simon of Bethany. Mary came to Jesus as He 
eclined at the feast, and opening an alabaster 
90x of very precious ointment, she poured it 
yn his head. Some of the disciples thought she 
night better have saved the ointment and given 
She money to the poor; but Jesus said: 

“The poor ye have always with you, but Me 
7e have not always. For in that she hath poured 
his ointment on my body, she did it for my 
urial.” 

Have you ever thought that the fragrance of 
hat anointing must have still clung to His 
horn-crowned head on Calvary, and that the 
ove of which it reminded Him must have eased 
he weight of the sin of an unloving world? 

(II. Cue for commencement of Musical Interlude 
‘the weight of the sin of an unloving world; 3 
My Jesus I Love Thee, I Know Thou Art Mine.’ 
fter part of the Interlude is heard, Curtains should 
e Closed. Music continues until the signal from 
he rear that next Picture is ready. Music stops. 
ean and John Open Curtains.) 


e 
Jean: III. THE LAD WITH THE LOAVES 
AND FISHES: A Gift That Was Multiplied. 
(Picture shows lad handing basket with biscuits 


and fishes to Andrew. Andrew is reaching out to 
take the gift with one hand, at the same time smil- 
ing and making a gesture with the other hand to- 
ward The Master and the crowds who apparently 
are at a little distance away.) 

John: Back in the days when the multitudes 
followed Jesus because they saw His power to 
heal diseases, a young lad had gone with the 
crowding thousands around the north shore of 
the Sea of Galilee, to a grassy but uninhabitated 
region where food could not be easily obtained. 

The boy had shown greater wisdom than most 
of his elders, for he had brought his lunch— 
five small barley biscuits and two dried fishes. 
He had wormed his way through the crowd, and 
heard the disciples wondering what the multi- 
tudes would do for food. Perhaps he had given 
a timid pull to the sleeve of Andrew, and offer- 
ed his bread and fish that Jesus, at least, should 
not go hungry. He may have gone fishing with 
Andrew in the days gone by. Andrew told Jesus, 
you remember, about the lad and his lunch 
which he was willing to give. Jesus accepted 
this gift and then—multiplied it so that all were 
fed—and there were a number of baskets of 
fragments remaining. 

(III. Cue for commencement of Musical Interlude 
—‘‘a number of baskets of fragments remaining;”’ 
“Day Is Dying In The West.’’ After part of the In- 
terlude is heard, Curtains should be Closed. Music 
continues until the signal from the rear that next 


Picture is ready. Music stops. Jean and John Open 
Curtains.) 


Jean: IV. DORCAS WITH THE WIDOW AND 
AN ORPHAN: With A Gift For Needy Neigh- 
bors. 

(Picture shows body of Dorcas half sitting, half 
lying upon a couch. Several people including widow 
and child are weeping near-by. The child wears a 
red tunic, the mother, black. Peter is taking Dorcas 
by the hands and Dorcas has been partly drawn up- 
ward into sitting posture. Dorcas smiles. Child run- 
ning forward to embrace Dorcas.) 


John: Dorcas is called by St. Luke in the 
Book of Acts “a certain disciple.” She was the 
forerunner of all good Christian women whose 
love for the Lord overflows into a sympathetic 
insight into the needs of their neighbors. 

She was always making garments for the 
widows and orphans, and when she died, their 
grief moved Peter to a supreme act of faith. He 
put them all out of the room, knelt down and 
prayed, and turning to the body he said—using 
her Hebrew name, “Tabitha, arise.” 

St. Luke tells us that “She opened her eyes, 
and when she saw Peter, she sat up. And he 
gave her his hand, and lifted her up, and when 
he had called the saints, and widows, presented 
her alive. And it was known throughout all 
Joppa, and many believed in the Lord.” 

Some of the older people were almost afraid 
to believe. This was the case with a widow, but 
the widow’s child accepts the miracle as chil- 
dren accept all the miracles of life with unques- 
tioning gladness. 

(IV. Cue for commencement of Musical Interlude 
—‘the miracles of life with unquestioning gladness,” 
—“Silent Night, Holy Night.’ After part of the In- 
terlude is heard, Curtains should be Closed. Music 
continues until the signal from the rear that next 
Picture is ready. Music stops. Jean and John Open 
Curtains.) 
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John: V. MARY, JOSEPH AND THE CHILD: 

God’s Wonderful Gift To The World. 

(Picture shows Mary in deep bright blue with 
white veil encircling her face and drooped over her 
shoulders toward the back. The dark back-drop or 
curtain is used. She sits looking down into a 
manger-like box with hay or straw showing at its 
top. Or a cradle might be used. Behind her with his 
left hand grasping a tall staff and his right hand 
laid upon his heart, stands Joseph, also looking 
into the manger or cradle. He may wear copper 
brown, or dark green, or dark red.) 

Jean: (Recites reverently John 3:16) “For 
God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life.” 

(V. Cue for announcement of Musical Interlude: 
“but have everlasting life:’ either “Away In A 
Manger,” or “Low In a Manger.” Curtains are left 
Open as this Picture or tableaux holds over.) 


John: VI. THE THREE WISE MEN WITH 
GOLD, FRANKINCENSE AND MYRRH. 


Jean: In a moment you will see and hear the 
Three Wise Men coming once more to lay their 
gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh at the 
feet of the Christ Child. Let us follow them, as 
we follow all the givers of the past, with our 
offerings to lay at His feet. 

Let our hearts be glad at this Christmas sea- 
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son as we remember what He said when He ha 
grown to manhood: “Inasmuch as ye have don 
it unto one of the least of these my brethrer 
ye have done it unto Me”—and again, “Lo, I ar 
with you alway, even unto the end of th 
world.’”—and still again, “It is more blessed t 
give than to receive.” 

Song And Processional of the Three Wise Mer 


(Organ plays the opening strains of “We Thre 
Kings of The Orient Are.’”” The Wise Men come dow: 
the aisles of the church, either one dow: 
each aisle or all three in procession down the cen 
ter aisle. Any rich, oriental garb will do thoug: 
the costumes might well indicate that the wearer 
came from different countries—Persian, Hindu, an 
Arabian effects would be desirable. Wise Men ar 
bearing gifts of suitable form—jewels, strings © 
beads, etc. 

(Immediately, other people, old and young in th 
audience, fall into line bearing their gifts of fille 
baskets, or whatever is to be offered for the need} 
and place them upon the platform in front of th 
Picture. As far as possible, the gifts of all but th 
Three Wise Men, should be decorated with whit 
crepe paper, bows and streamers, ruffled at th 
edges. 

(The organ plays as Recessional Music, “Take M 
Life And Let It Be,” as Wise Men and givers g 
back to their seats. 

(The Curtains before the Picture are closed b 
Jean and John, and the choir sings the Seven-fol 
Amen, or the Recessional may mark the close o 
the program.) 
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By the REV. WILLIAM J. HART, D. D. 


Were They Wise Men? 
Matt. 2:1. “There came wise men from the east 
to Jerusalem.” 

Were they Wise Men to journey so far, car- 
rying costly gifts to an unknown Babe? Some 
would call them superstitious star-gazers, but 
the star pointed the way to the manger-born 
Christ. 

Wise Men? Yes, they were—and all others who 
follow on to find Christ, God’s gift to the 
world.—Lt. Colonel Charles B. Campbell in the 
War Cry. 


t 
Eyes That See. 

Luke 2:13-14. “And suddenly there was with the 
angel a multitude of the heavenly host prais- 
ing God, and saying, 

“Glory to God in the highest, 

“And on earth peace among men in whom he is 
well pleased.” 

“We are not to assume as a matter of course 
that just everybody and anybody would have 
seen the light of the divine glory and would 
have heard the divine voices,” says Bishop 
Francis J. McConnell. It would seem the most 
natural thing in the world for shepherds keep- 
ing watch over their flocks by night to keep 


watch on the skies also, but many a midnigh 
watcher does not think of the skies. He think 
only of the flocks—of the business immediatel: 
in hand. If there had been nothing bu 
sheep in the inner thought, quite likely ther 
would have been nothing but sheep in the oute 
revelation—nothing of real significance. 
What a man sees depends upon what the mai 
is; there is no more commonplace and ye 
mightily significant truth taught in the school 
than this” 


What Does Christmas Mean to You? 
Luke 2:11. “Unto you is born this day in the cit: 
of David a Saviour.” 

Last year a college professor in psycholog: 
was giving a word-suggestion test to a class 0 
twenty or so. Among the words given wa 
“Christmas.” When this word was pronounce 
each one was asked to write down the firs 
thought that came to mind in connection wit! 
“Christmas.” 

When the professor collected the slips 0 
paper, not a single person had written “Birth 
day of Jesus,” or any other word of strictl 
Christian significance. A number of the clas 


admitted afterwards that this connection woul 
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ave come to them on “second thought,” and in 
act did occur after they had written the first 
ford, but as only one word was permitted in 
he test, the reaction was exactly as stated. 
Among the words written as having been 
rompted by “Christmas” were: “tree,” “pres- 
nts,” “holly,” “shopping,” “plum pudding,” 
nd others down the line that were stimulated 
y more personal experiences. 

Now the point to be considered in this con- 
ection is not so much the various reflexes in- 
icated by the test, as it is to show that Christ 
eing born into the world is not the first and 
he outstanding thought in the minds of many 
ersons when “Christmas” is mentioned. 


[lotherhood and Childhood in the Light of 
Bethlehem. 
Tatt. 2:11. “They saw the young child with 
Mary his mother.” 
Bethlehem should lead to a new humanity, 
hich shall find expression not only in personal 
arvice but in social and political arrange- 
vents. As a reminder and an inspiration, it 
light be well to hang some pictures of Madon- 
a@ and Child in every council chamber in the 
ind. For if politics is the science of the well- 
eing of the people, then the lot of the mother 
nd of the child is its most central concern, its 
rst and most urgent Christian duty. 
Once we have seen motherhood and childhood 
1 the light of Bethlehem, once we have really 
It the poignant human appeal of that man- 
er, we shall need no other urge to strive for a 
orld that shall be more kindly to both. And 
e shall escape sentimentalism in so far as the 
motions stirred at Bethlehem are brought to 
ear redemptively on human life and on social 
ditions —F. G. Hoggarth. 


Christ’s Secret of Sharing 
fatt. 2:2. “For we have seen his star.” 
I recall what a stout-hearted, shabby old 
int said to me a month ago from the ruins 
= his own broken business. “The holidays will 
> better than ever this year,” he assured me. 
His star shines brightest when things are 
lackest. For it’s the Christ-secret of sharing 
iat brings joy to the world.’—Beatrice Plumb 
, an article, “Joy to the World.” 


You Still Have God 
cts 28:15. “He thanked God, and took courage.” 
The other day a man described an interview 
ith a traveler in Morocco. He was telling this 
an—a Mohammedan—the condition of things 
| England. He painted a very dark picture. 
3ut,” said the Arab, “you still have God.” It 
as a sound rebuke. Our biggest asset is that 
e still have God. The experiences of the past 
mn. yield us, if we look deeply into them, this 
surance.—Dr. James Reid. 
e 


America’s Best Christmas Story 


tke 2:14. “Good will toward men.” 
The following incident was selected by Amer- 
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ca’s humorist and columnist—Wil] Rogers—as 
being the best story recorded during the Christ- 
mas season of 1932, although in that year of 
depression there were many beautiful incidents 
mentioned. 

“Away out on the Escalante Desert between 
Los Angeles and Salt Lake,” said he, “is one 
of the most desolate places you ever saw.” 
Having flown over it many times, he spoke from 
personal knowledge, and added: “One lonely 
ranch. The father died, and the mother and a 
whole house full of children lived there.” 

The pilots on the Western air run took up a 
purse of eighty dollars, secured toys and 
clothes for the children, and then, on Christ- 
mas Day, flying low, dropped them for the 
mother and children. 

This observation was made by Mr. Rogers, 
as he called attention to this worthy deed at 
Christmastide: “What a godsend the plane and 
the radio are to the out-of-the-way places!” 

The air mail pilots did a beautiful deed at 
the season of rejoicing, brought gladness and 
comfort into a lonely and desolate home; and 
though their names may not be known, yet 
their good work is their memorial. 


My Saviour Was a Jew 
Matt. 2:1. “Jesus was born in Bethlehem of 

Judea.” 

Listen, each one of you who read this, to the 
power of a simple witness to the Lord Jesus. 

Some years ago a doctor was summoned to 
attend a drummer-boy who had to have his 
arm and his leg amputated. The doctor wanted 
the boy to take some brandy, but the boy re- 
fused, saying quite simply that he was a total 
abstainer and a Christian. And then the boy 
asked the doctor to pray with him. “Oh,” said 
the doctor, “I am a Jew.” “My Saviour was a 
Jew,” said the boy, quite simply. 

Some time afterwards the doctor got into 
conversation with a man who was cutting his 
hair, and this man began to talk with him about 
the Lord Jesus Christ. “I am a Jew,” said the 
doctor. The barber replied, “My Saviour was a 
Jew.” 

The doctor shortly afterward attended a mis- 
sion service and listened attentively to the 
preacher, but what he said did not make much 
impression on him. As he was coming out a lady 
handed him a book. He looked at her and said, 
“Oh, madam, I am a jew.” She replied, “My 
Saviour was a Jew.” 

The threefold cord could not be quickly 
broken and that Jewish doctor was bound by 
this threefold cord: “My Saviour was a Jew!” 
He allowed that lady to pray with him, himself 
standing (according to Jewish custom) as they 
prayed He was eventually truly brought to the 
knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ. Then he 
too could say from his heart, “My Saviour was 
a Jew.”—The Rev. George C. Grubb, in the Lon- 
don Christian Herald. 


The Light That Does Not Fail 
John 8:12. “Then spake Jesus again unto them, 
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saying, I am the light of the world.” 

An Indian king once asked his teacher, “What 
light does a person have here?” And then as 
each light seemed not enduring, the questions 
grew more insistent: 

“But when the sun has set, and the moon has 
set and the fire is gone out, and speech is hush- 
ed, what light does a person have?” 

“Then,” said the teacher, “the soul is his 
light.” 

But there is another light than that—“I,” said 
Jesus, “am the light of the world.”—Gaius 
Glenn Atkins, in Creative Preaching. 


Both Knees Needed 
2 Tim. 3:14. Knowing of whom thou hast learned 
them. 

“A lecturer recently declared at the outset of 
his lecture that he “Received his moral train- 
ing at the knee of a devout mother and across 
the knee of a determined father.” One wonders 
how many of the oncoming generations will be 
enabled to make such a statement.—Sunday 
School Times. 


Waiting At An Open Door 
Rev. 3:20. “If any man hear my voice, and open 
the door, I wili come in to him.” 

A Christian nurse in a hospital of one of the 
hill stations in India was seated on a veranda 
reading. Presently a high-caste Indian lady 
came to the hospital for treatment, and the 
nurse rose to receive her. As she did so, there 
fell to the floor a picture from the book she was 
reading. It was a reproduction of Holman Hunt’s 
“The Light of the World.” “What does this pic- 
ture mean?” inquired the Indian lady, and the 
nurse told the beautiful, touching story of Him 
who stands at the door and knocks. Some days 
after this, the nurse meant to call on the lady 
in her home, and was much surprised to find the 
front door wide open. The hills were covered 
with snow at that time of the year, and the 
nurse remonstrated with her patient for allow- 
ing the door to stand open and the house to get 
so cold. The Indian lady admitted that the house 
was cold, and then shyly explained by saying, 
“But I thought that perhaps your Jesus might 
pass by, and I wanted Him to find the door wide 
open.” 


Song Needed Soul 
John 1:9. “The true Light was that which il- 
lumines every man by its coming into the 
world.” (Weymouth). 

Sir Henry M. Stanley, in his Autobiography 
(Houghton Mifflin Company) makes this criti- 
cism of Sir Edwin Arnold’s “Light of the 
World:” 

“After reading a few hundred lines of Edwin 
Arnold’s new poem. ‘The Light of the World,’ I 
perceived that he had not hit the right chord. It 
is “The Light of Asia, in a feeble, vapid style; 
or, to put it more correctly, it is a Buddhist 
trying to sing the glories of the Christian’s 
Lord. His soul is not in his song, though there 
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are may beautiful passages in it; but it is th 
tone of an unbeliever. Alas for this! What 
poem he could have written, had he but be 
lieved in the Saviour of the world!” 


Irishman’s Advice 
Exodus 14:15. “Tell the Israelites to march for 
ward” (Moffatt). 

A minister has recently related a story o 
what happened when he was a spectator at th 
funeral of Queen Victoria. A burly Iris! 
sergeant came up to him and said: 

“Took here, young man. If you are going t 
stand here you must move on.” 

The same applies to the Church today, sai 
the aged speaker, “If it is to continue to exist i 
must progress.”—The British Weekly. 


Recapturing the Vision 
Prov. 29:18. “Where there is no vision, the peo 
ple perish.” 

“What do you do when you lose the vision? 
someone asked Blake the artist. He turned t 
his wife and put the question to her: “What d 
we do?” “We kneel down and pray,” she re 
plied. Even though all seems gone, let us pu 
our strength into that. The power of recovery i 
there.”’—Dr. James Reid. 


Something to Live For 

Leland Stanford lost his only child. Thougl 
he was United States senator from California 
ne said to himself, “I have nothing to live fox 
I have no children.” He put a million dollar 
into a private home, but it was not a home ti 
him. 

One night he had a dream. In this dream hil 
son appeared to him and said: 

“Father, never say again that you hav' 
nothing to live for—live for humanity, live fo 
other people’s children.” 

There soon arose at Palo Alto the Lelan: 
Stanford Junior University at a cost of $20, 
000,000. He and Mrs. Stanford became the de: 
voted servants of the poor, the orphan, and th 
suffering, and left all their property to go o% 
doing good to the rising generations—Fron 
The Stewardship Spokesman. 


Feeding the Ravens 
Luke 12:24. “Feedeth them.” 

St. Francis would have approved heartily a 
one particular use to which that ingenious de 
vice the airplane was put on Christmas Eve il 
New Jersey. A fleet of sixteen machines scat 
tered four tons of mixed grain over eight coum 
ties as a holiday gift to the birds. Nor woul! 
the gentle spirit of Assisi have objected becaus 
certain material considerations may have joim 
ed with Christmas charity. Bird life in the Jen 
sey woods is being threatened by a shrinkagi 
in natural food sources. People want to keep thi 
birds in the woods to make their own picnic 
and excursions more agreeable. 

The airplane in itself has not displaced iti 
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natural prototype, the fowl of the air. Except 
in the fairy tales, the bird has not served man 
for locomotion. But the airplane is part of that 
machine civilization which is driving wild life 
before it. It is pleasant to think of the airplane 
making reparation, if only in small part and 
once a year on Christmas Eve.—Editorial in the 
New York Times, December 26, 1933. 


Electric Star in Bethlehem 
Matt. 2:2. “We have seen his star.” 

During Christmastide, 1933, the New York 
Herald Tribune said: 

At midnight in Bethlehem an electric star 
burst into light and an effigy of the infant Jesus 
was placed in a tiny grotto at the Church of the 
Holy Nativity, where, on the first Christmas, 
stood the manger that sheltered the Son of 
Joseph and Mary, because there was not room 
for them at the inn. 

The electric Star of Bethlehem was a symbol 
of what hath been wrought in twenty centuries 
and its rays spread forth over men and women 
from all Christendom, who came in pilgrim- 
age to the spot where He was born. The Three 
Wise Men of the East had been multiplied a 
thousandfold and together they knelt, turbaned 
Arab and the somberly-garbed men of the West, 
the holiness of the nativity making them one. 


Cancelled Debts of those Unable to Pay 
Luke 7:42. “And when they had nothing to pay, 

he frankly forgave them.” 

Just as the Christmas season of 1933 was ap- 
proaching the following item from the Asso- 
ciated Press appeared in some of the newspapers 
in the United States: 

“Sheboygan, Wisconsin, December 7.—Albert 
Altmeyer, retired grocery store and meat mar- 
ket operator, at Sheboygan Falls, believes in 
spreading Christmas cheer early. He sent 165 
former patrons notice that bills totaling $3,500 
had been cancelled and his books burned.” 


One Solitary Life 

Here is a man who was born in an obscure 
village, the child of a peasant woman. He grew 
up in another obscure village. He worked in a 
carpenter shop until He was thirty, and then for 
three years was an itinerant preacher. He never 
owned a home. He never had a family. He never 
went to college. He never put his foot inside a 
big city. He never traveled two hundred miles 
from the place he was born. He never did one 
of the things that usually accompany greatness. 
He had no credentials but Himself. 
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While still a young man, the tide of public 
opinion turned against Him. His friends ran 
away. One of them denied Him. He was turned 
over to His enemies. He went through the mock- 
ery of a trial. He was nailed upon a cross be- 
tween two thieves. His executioners gambled for 
the only piece of property He had on earth 
while He was dying, and that was His coat. 
When He was dead He was taken down and 
laid in a borrowed grave through the pity of 
a friend. 

Nineteen wide centuries have come and gone, 
and today He is the centerpiece of the human 
race and the leader of the column of progress. 

I am far within the mark when I say that all 
the armies that ever marched, and all the 
navies that were ever built ,and all the parlia- 
ments that ever sat, and all the kings that ever 
reigned, put together, have not affected the life 
of man upon this earth as powerfully as has 
that One Solitary Life!—Authorship Unknown. 


Following Jesus 

This is true, whatever else be false—that fol- 
lowing Christ is a great adventure, and it means 
that we must take up a cross and bear it. Much 
as we may admire modern life, with many of 
the ideals of this indulgent age, there can be 
no compromise, if we are to be followers of the 
Master. What fills me with a deep disquiet about 
our Christianity today, both liberal and ortho- 
dox, is that it is so harmless. It is so tame, so 
timid, so tepid—a kind of glorified lollipop. 
Even if we apply it to social questions, as we 
talk so much of doing, there will be little re- 
sult unless it has more power in it than it has 
now.—Joseph Foré Newton. 


What One Minister Paid to Preach 
When I was a rector of a church in Baltimore 
(says an Episcopal bishop), I used to see a dear 
old lady in the garb of a Quaker very often in 
the congregation of the church. One of the 
wardens said to me, “Mrs. is a 
great friend of yours.” “I am glad to hear it,” 
I replied. “Yes,” said the warden, “she said to 
me, ‘I love to hear your pastor preach, but I 
should like him ‘so much better if he did not 
receive money for it’.” “But,” said the warden, 
“he pays $20,000 a year for the privilege of 
preaching to us.” “Does he, indeed? And how 
so?” asked the old lady, “Well, we both were 
educated at the same time, we are about of an 
age, and I earn $23,000 a year at my profession, 
and he only receives $3,000.” “I tell thee,” said 
the dear old Quaker, “I shall always hear him 

hereafter with a great deal more pleasure.” 


Eek 
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THE YOUNGER ISAIAH SAW CHRIST 


(Advent Sermon) 


By the REV. OTHA L. CLARK 


“I have raised him up in righteousness, and I 
will make straight all his ways: He shall build 
my city, and he shall let my eziles go free, 
not for price and not for hire.’—Is. 45:13. 


“I saw Lenin,” writes Everett R. Clinchy, but 
Lenin has been dead nine years! Mr. Clinchy 
explains, “I do not mean merely his embalmed 
figure.” One sees Lenin today in Russia’s hatred 
of people outside the proletarian class. One sees 
Lenin in his idea of uncompromising conquest 
by violence, and his notion of rule by the dicta- 
torship of a single school of thought, incarnate 
in “The Party.” In Russia one cannot escape 
seeing Lenin in the work and result of his ideas. 

Jesus died over 1900 years ago and there is 
no land where one does not see Him now in the 
results of His life. Jesus is better known now, 
people see Him more clearly now, than in the 
past. 

More mysterious and startling still is to see 
how vividly the younger Isaiah beheld Christ 
three to four hundred years before Christ came 
to the earth in human form. Isaiah, never men- 
tions himself nor any of his personal experi- 
ences but we know that whether he wore the 
mantle of the prophet or not he heard the voice 
which said, “Proclaim.” 

This remarkable prophet saw the desolation 
of his beloved city, Jerusalem. He thought of the 
hardship and sorrow of people exiled from Jeru- 
salem. He saw the people of the world with a 
veil over them which kept them from discern- 
ing life and truth and he was moved as he saw 
the tears on the faces of the multitudes of the 
world. Then the sound of a voice, “Proclaim!” 
and the echoing answer, “What shall I pro- 
claim?” Who will build God’s holy city? Who 
set his exiles free? Who destroy the veil over the 
people and wipe away the tears from all faces? 

He had often heard of Israel’s captivity in 
Egypt. There his people were serving folk. They 
were led from captivity to become servants of 
God. He thinks of the Jewish people of his own 
day; now they are the bright light of hope on 
the earth, with eternal glory in full view, now 
the saddest examples of perversity and punish- 
ment, deaf and blind, and yet the servant. 

From the ideal Israel, a nation which serves 
God, emerges the Anointed One, the Messiah, 
and the Younger Isaiah sees Christ as an ex- 
ample of humility as clearly as if he had been 
in the company in the upper room when Christ, 
washed the feet of the disciples. Isaiah sees Him 
not as a temporal king but as the spiritual king 
of the world. He will not fill the pockets of the 


people with money but He will wipe away the 
tears from all faces. Peter’s statement, “Silver 
and gold have we not, but that which we have 
give we unto thee,” and his subsequent act at 
the gate Beautiful of causing the lame man to 
walk form a summary, figuratively and literally, 
of Jesus’ work. It is a spiritual work of destroy- 
ing the veil before our eyes that we might see 
the truth which sets us free. 

The younger Isaiah saw that the Anointed 
One would execute the will and power of God. 
He saw that He would do the will of God as 
clearly as if he had been in the Garden with 
the Saviour as he prayed, “Not my will, but 
thine be done.” One would think he had wit- 
nessed the deliverance of Paul and Silas from 
the prison at Philippi. 

The younger Isaiah saw that the Anointed 
One would be a fit representative of a purified 
race. He would be a worthy instrument for the 
working of God’s eternal purpose for mankind. 
Hidden treasures of wisdom would be opened 
unto Him, Later as men heard Christ speak they 
marveled at his wisdom and said, “Never man 
spake as this man.” He must also be the “Right- 
eous Servant” endowed with God’s spirit, an 
example of gentleness and humility to work 
this great purpose of God. He will be the just 
One and bring justice, peace and beneficent law 
to the Gentiles. He will be magnanimous, al- 
ways sparing the bruised reed and the dimly 
burning wick. Christ’s gentle forgiveness always 
extended to sinners. He would also be the cham- 
pion of the weak and oppressed, the helper of 
the needy and suffering the world over. He 
would preach good tidings and open prison 
doors. Thus hundreds of years before His ad- 
vent the younger Isaiah saw Christ. 

Often as Isaiah wrote he made dramatic tran- 
sitions from the ideal to the real. Now Israel 
would be the bright light of hope on the earth, 
the servant of God, the purified race. Now he 
would turn suddenly to the real and see Israel 
a sad example of pride and punishment. So 
after the coming of Christ we see the Jews 
doing as Isaiah had known that they would. 
There were too many Pharisees among the 
Jews by that time. They could not see divine 
truth as Isaiah had seen it. They could not see 
themselves as servants of a scornful and indif- 
ferent world. They were God’s chosen and held 
themselves aloof. 

We also are failing to see ourselves as servants 
as Isaiah said we would. We have an idea of 
service but it has not resulted in Utopia. We 
gird ourselves with a towel and take a basin of 
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ater, if the reward is in view. The great Ser- 
ant of the Lord did all because it was the will 
- the Lord. 

I was climbing Mt. Scopus. Coat on my arm. 
tramped along through the white limestone 
ust and rocks. Suddenly, I saw a beautiful, 
nder flower on the dry, dusty hillside. As I 
ent on up the hill I saw others. This flower is 
10wn as the Crocus. It blossoms always in the 
yest days just before the rains of the wet sea- 
m begin. To one who understands, the appear- 
ace of the Crocus is good tidings for it is the 
rerunner of the rainy season. The rainy sea- 
m in Jerusalem is like our spring. Life begins 
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again, strong, fresh and abundant. The appear- 
ance of the Crocus, would mean nothing to a 
stranger, one who did not know. Isaiah sees the 
Messiah as a stem out of the dry ground. He 
saw that Jesus’ coming to the world would have 
no meaning to many people. His presence would 
not give hope and courage for they would not 
understand that He is the Servant who will 
build the city of God, set free exiles, destroy the 
veil from over the people and dry the tears 
from all faces. God save us from such a tragic 
failure to understand and trust Him. God help 
us to see Christ even as the younger Isaiah saw 
Him long before His coming. 


THE PURPOSE OF THE INCARNATION 


By Dean W. R. INGE, D. D. 


rod Who at sundry times and in divers man- 
ners spoke in time past unto the fathers by 
the prophets hath in these last days spoken 
unto us by His Son.”’—Heb. 1:1: 


The Espistle and Gospel for Christmas Day, 
ove, I think, that the Church wishes us this 
orning to turn our thoughts to the incarna- 
yn as the supreme event in the history of the 
ld. Both the introduction to the Epistle to 
e Hebrews and the prologue to the Fourth 
Ispel contemplate Christ, not as the Babe of 
sthlehem, but as the Eternal Son of the 
ernal Father, Who became flesh and taber- 
cled among us. 

All the Christmas carols which we so much 
joy at this season are but accessories to the 
s2mendous fact that the Son of God became 
an for our sakes. I wish to draw out, as well 
I can in a short sermon, what the New Testa- 
ant writers tell us about the meaning and 
rpose of the incarnation. I believe that the 
sarnation was always a part of the eternal 
ansel of God. For in the life of humanity God 
ist surely have designed to manifest Himself, 
t only as power and as wisdom, but as love, 
d the perfect expression of love is to give one- 
f, and to give oneself entirely. The best that 
man nature is capable of is the Christ life, 
d this God must have willed to be realized 
man, quite apart from the need of redemp- 


n. 
The Representative Man. 


3ut another question may be asked. We are 
niliar with the idea of the immanence or the 
welling of God. Why should not the perfect- 
‘of human nature have been achieved in this 
y by imparting to it such a measure of di- 
e grace as would have sufficed to produce the 
rist life in men and women? Why was it 
‘essary that besides this subjective inward 
partation of the Christ life to those who are 
led to holiness there should also be an ob- 
tive outward and particular incarnation in 
. person of the one individual, Jesus? 

"he doctrine of representation has been often 


stated in a form which has little or no mean- 
ing for me. But I think if we consider what 
the spiritual new creation of a new man in 
Christ must be, we shall understand, in part 
at least, why the revelation of the perfect hu- 
manity had first to be made to us before it could 
be made in us. Every spiritual creation—the 
“new man” of whom St. Paul speaks—means the 
calling into activity of our own will and affec- 
tion; it cannot be simply put into us. It is, in 
fact, a personal character which God wishes 
to produce in us. “Work out,” says St. Paul, 
“your own salvation with fear and trembling, 
for it is God that worketh in you.” 

It seems then, that the divine-human life 
must first be presented to us objectively as 
something not our own, something that we can 
admire and worship and love, something very 
far above ourselves, before the perfecting proc- 
ess in us can be started. 

I entirely agree with the meaning of those 
who have said, like the seventeenth century 
German mystic, “Were Christ a thousand times 
in Bethlehem born, and not in thee, and not in 
me,” then God’s purpose in the incarnation is 
not fulfilled. 


Awe, Love and Wonder 


Nor is He a mere example. Because, being 
divine, He can give us power to be conformed 
to His likeness. “As many as received Him, to 
them gave He power to become the sons of 
God.” Thus we are called to re-enact in our own 
experience the whole process of the incarna- 
tion, the new birth, the spiritual death, and 
resurrection, and ascension. 

Think of the incarnation in this way: God is 
love, and so He gives Himself to us primarily in 
order to work in us what He began when He 
created us after His image, but also, as we 
have sinned, to redeem us from sin. 

There is thus a potential inchoate incarnation 
in ourselves, made possible by the objective in- 
carnation of Christ, who willed to be the first- 
born among many brethren. 

The New Testament takes a higher view of 


Page 136 


redeemed human nature than we do. We fear 
to be presumptuous, and so, I think, we separate 
Christ too widely from ourselves. The language 
of the Greek fathers, which they were fond of 
using: “God became man that we might become 
divine,” goes rather beyond what we should 
like to say, but when we speak of the Christ life 
in man we need not whittle down the meaning 
of the words. The Christ life is what we pray 
God to give us. 

Just now we like to think of the Christ life as 
bringing peace on earth, goodwill among men. 
That is the angel song that we all long to hear. 

But so far have we strayed and so grievously 
have we sinned that the nations, too, must 
mount their Calvary of expiation, to be made 
perfect through suffering, like their great Cap- 
tain. We seem far enough from the new crea- 
tion of which St. Paul speaks so confidently. 
There is not much of the Christ life in humanity 
as we see it. And yet our image and pattern is 
there. The perfect life has been lived, and He 
who lived it is still with us, to help us live it, 
too. There are signs that men everywhere are 
turning with passionate desire to the Christmas 
promise, and to Him who, as was said after the 
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war, irreverently, but not without real respec 
is the only Person who has come with intel 
lectual credit out of the horrible business- 
namely, Jesus Christ. 

Intellectual credit? Yes, I think so. For tk 
woes that have come upon humanity in ov 
time have been, I think, the result of stupidit 
more than of deliberate wickedness. But th 
stupidity which comes from having all ot 
values confused is morally culpable. The doub! 
heart makes the double head. If we had studie 
the revelation of God—God as love in the ir 
carnation of Jesus Christ—we should hay 
learned that the power and wisdom of God a1 
also revealed in Him. We cannot trifle with tk 
power and wisdom by which the worlds we1 
made. He manifests Himself as love, as helples 
innocence, as a babe in swaddling clothes, an 
men have despised Him, but the weakness < 
God is stronger than men. In the long ru 
“whosoever shall fall on that stone shall t 
broken, but on whomsoever it shall fall, it wi 
scatter him as chaff.” 

May God grant that the nations may lear 
and know and practice the things that belong 1 
their peace—The Christian World Pulpit. 


FORGIVE US OUR CHRISTMASES 


By the REV. C. IRVING BENSON, D. D. 


Children frequently repeat formulas without 
even the foggiest notion of the meaning of the 
words they sing-song. The Lord’s Prayer and 
the Creed are often hopelessly, yet very amus- 
ingly jumbled. I am thinking today of a little 
lassie who had been hearing so much of Santa 
Claus, carols, crackers, stockings and all the 
tinselled trappings of Christmas, until her young 
mind was a whirl of excitement. So much so, 
that when she knelt in her nighty at her moth- 
er’s knees she prayed “Forgive us our Christ- 
mases!” It has set me thinking. Was the lassie 
very far astray when she mixed up Christmases 
with trespasses.” There are Christmases that we 
need to have forgiven. 


The Day That Condemns Us 


We surely need to be forgiven for the Christ- 
mas which does not survive the Christmas sea- 
son. If we can keep Christmas one day in the 
year, what excuse or reason can we have for not 
keeping it every day? That one day condemns 
every other kind of day. Why not make it an 
abiding attitude to life instead of an annual 
spasm? God forgive us that we only thaw on 
Christmas Day and then speedily freeze again! 

We ought to “so live” that kindness, thought- 
fulness, appreciation and service will not be 
rare exceptions, but the steady rule of life. The 
Christmas is lost upon us which sends us back 
to our tasks as grumpy, cantankerous and as 
difficult to live with as ever. Are we content to 
relegate our religion, at its central point, to a 
briet truce, with so little permanent effect on 
us 


Giving Christmas Away 

Then we should seek pity and pardon for tl 
Christmases which we keep for ourselves an 
our own intimate circles. Clearly, the only e: 
fective way of keeping Christmas is in givir 
it away. That is precisely what the Maker « 
Christmas did. There is want and poverty an 
distress enough to break anybody’s heart, an 
to close one’s ears to the pathetic appeals, | 
entrench oneself in snug comfort. nothing cal 
ing for those who are hungry and empty, is 1 
be less than human. 

The happiest people on Christmas Day, < 
on every other day, will be those who thir 
most of others. “Go your way, eat the fat ar 
drink the sweet, and send portions unto him f 
whom nothing is prepared.” That is the we 
to sweeten the sauce for your own pudding. 

Those of us who have comfortable home 
and are strong and well, ought not to forg 
the spirit of good will and loving kindness t 
wards the sad, the disheartened, the lonely ar 
the sick poor. The Merchant of Happiness soc 
doubles his meagre capital and he has secur 
ties where thieves cannot break through | 
steal. It was no pious platitude but a bit of ps: 
chological realism that Jesus uttered when I 
said, “It is more blessed to give than to receive 


What About Good Will? 


We stand in need of forgiveness for tl 
Christmas which is merely an external obser 
ance. It is quite possible to make more of 1) 
great festal day every year, to spend more mon 
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in presents, to give pleasure to more people, 
to get more holiday gladness into the day, and 
yet not really be learning the Christmas les- 
son any better. 

The true Christmas spirit was breathed in the 
angel’s song—“On earth, peace, goodwill to- 
wards men.” It was the first word of a new 
religion. It has been hackneyed in countless ser- 
mons and as the subject of doggerel verse. But 
we have not yet caught up to its meaning. We 
all say that we want peace—international, in- 
dustrial, social—but we want it for our own 
comfort and security. To many of us peace 
means going back to days and conditions which 
are gone for ever, and which never meant peace 
for the multitude, only for the privileged. There 
can only be peace among men of good-will. 

Over an armed camp, in a hard old Roman 
world, the song of angels rang out, proclaim- 
ing “Peace on earth among men of good-will.” 
How far off it must have seemed on that night! 
How far off it seems today! The world is still 
an armed camp. Not yet have we outlawed war. 
But the very fact that it sings on in the heart 
of the world, despite grey fears, proves it to 
be a divine symphony rather than a mortal 
melody. It will come true—men will yet step 
to its music and live by its law of love. 

Christmas is not so much a backward glance 
as a forward look. It is a history of the future, 
of an order of life not yet attained, of a re- 
ligion not yet realized. The Christmas Bells call 
us not only to remember, they sound the reveille 
of the new age that Christ is bringing in. They 
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ring the Christ that is to be. 
Let us be men and women of good-will, think- 
ing fairly, conquering the hate in our hearts. 


A Christless Christmas 

Above all we need to be forgiven the Christ- 
mas which has not Christ in it. 

We must get beyond the accessories of Christ- 
mas to the essence. So long as we can keep 
Christ in the blue sky of our dreams, we are 
not disturbed. But Christ must be taken seri- 
ously, or not at all. 

G. K. Chesterton drives this home with his 
usual thrust: “No modern critic in his five wits 
thinks that the preacher of the Sermon on the 
Mount was a horrible, half-witted imbecile that 
might be scrawling stars on the walls of a cell. 
No atheist or blasphemer believes that the 
author of the parable of the Prodigal Son was 
a monster with one mad idea like a Cyclops 
with one eye. Upon any possible historical criti- 
cism he must be put higher in the scale of hu- 
man beings than that. Yet, by all analogy, we 
have really to put him there or else in the high- 
est place of all.” That sounds rude and hectic—it 
is apologetics with the gloves off. But it is with 
such a dilemma that Christmas corners us. If 
we do not give Him the highest place, the throne 
of the soul, we shall come to deny Him a stall 
in the stable. If we do not give Him the Hallelu- 
juh Chorus, we shall sooner or later refuse Him 
a carol. A merry Christmas without Christ in 
it is empty as a laugh without a face behind 
it—From The Melbourne Herald. 


SEASONAL SERMON OUTLINES 


By the REV. CLAUDE R. SHAVER, D. D. 


The Original Christmas Processional; 
And Recessional. 


I. The Logical Approach To Bethlehem. 


“And the shepherds said one to another, Let 
us go even unto Bethlehem and see this thing 
- which the Lord hath made known unto us.”— 

Luke 2:15. 

1. There was an upward trend in expectancy 
as in attitude. The shepherds made the Christ- 
mas approach reverently. So today the Christ- 
mastide should be approached with a reverent 
upward look anticipating a broader standard of 


life, a fuller understanding of the Creator and 


his eternal plan; also more of the good will 
spirit in neighborliness and in national rela- 
tions. 

2. Such impressions come when there is an 
open mind. The shepherds had to readjust their 
Messianic expectations; but that change did not 
turn them aside. They made the transition with 
a mind and heart open to the larger leadings 
of the divine plan. “Heroes of a reasonable exr- 
pectancy” will always find new satisfactions in 
their Christmas approach... 


3. A reverent attitude enhanced the mean- 
ing of the scenes, which were in a very common- 
place background. It is not necessary to climb 
a Fujiyama, or journey to Mecca, to enjoy the 
finer raptures of the Christmas spirit. 

It isn’t far to Bethlehem town! 
It’s anywhere that Christ comes down, 
And finds in people’s friendly face 

A welcome and abiding place. 
The road to Bethlehem runs right through 
The homes of folks like me and you. 


e 
II. New Departures From Old Bethlehem. 


“And being warned of God .. . the shepherds 
departed into their own country another way.” 
—Mait. 2:12. 


Most of the effort of Christmastide is in an- 
ticipation, we need also the retrospect, going 
back another way. The Advent inaugurated an- 
other way— 

1. To hold communion with God, apart from 
forms and ceremonies. It is direct and immedi- 
ate. When ye pray say “Our Father.” Here is 
the key to unlock this prayer chamber. It 1s 
not guarded by priests or Levites. 

2. To appreciate divine authority. Not by 
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might nor by power (Zech. 4:6) but in the gen- 
tleness and simplicity of child life “Another 
way to settle world disputes apart from war. 
Herod was discomfited and embarrassed. Heath- 
endom marvels and retreats before the gentle 
ministrations of nurses and teachers. These are 
the real “signs of the cross.” 

3. To happiness and peace of mind which is 
lasting. Does one leave a Buddhist temple or a 
Mohammedan mosque with a feeling like this? 
Was the sumum bonum of Nietsche a real satis- 
faction to himself or to his disciples? 

New graces ever gaining 
On this our day of rest; 
We reach the rest remaining... 


Christmas Joy: Its Distinctive Features. 

Amidst the merriment and feasting of our 
present day Christmas-tide, it may be well to 
pause and contrast the unique and distinctive 
notes apparent in the delight of shepherds 
and wise men long ago. There is a difference. 

1. There was ecstacy in the awakened con- 
sciousness of an ever present and accessible 
Father in Heaven. It was a different feeling also 
from that of ancient prophets, psalmists or 
patriarchs. Here is a joy that transcends the 
pleasure of commercial amusements or of so- 
cial pastimes. 

2. The new dignity to life awakened by the 
heavenly love herein manifest, sent shepherds 
and sages back to their life callings with faces 
radiant and hearts throbbing with new resolu- 
tion. “No longer . . . servants” said Jesus (John 
15:15). Roman aristocracy lost its glamor for 
the “children of God.” (John 1:12). 

3. Rare satisfactions in diverse forms of Chris- 
tian helpfulness were awakened, through the 
neighborly spirit thus released. “Service” as 
appropriated by numerous modern clubs and 
societies was given this attractive interpretation 
long ago by the life ministry of the Bethlehem 
Christ, who “came not to be ministered unto, 
but to minister.” (Matt. 20:28). Ghandi, Kagawa 
and other oriental leaders have discerned this 
secret, even when they have hesitated to follow 
openly. 

e 


The Gifts Jesus Brought. 

We refer often to the gifts presented by the 
wise men and others to Jesus and his followers; 
but we need to remember also the other side of 
the picture. There were some gifts brought into 
the world by the Bethlehem child which should 
have fuller recognition. 

“The law was given by Moses, but grace and 

truth came by Jesus Christ.’—John 1:17. 

I. In this emphasis there is no disparagement 
of the “law of righteousness” implied in the 
ceremonials of the temple service. It had its 
preparatory mission as a school-master (Gal. 
3:24). But a deeper ministry of reconciliation 
was needed (Rom. 8:3). Reformative agencies 
have their place but they do not touch the vital 
depths of human spirits. Hence the gifts of 
grace and truth are not merely theological con- 
cepts but profound life principles. 


II. Grace has many definitions; but the: 
graciousness of divine approach in the gentle: 
ministry of Jesus, beginning right there in the: 
Bethlehem manger, is sufficient inspiration for! 
thoughtful beings. Law stifles and chills the: 
sensitive spirit of man; grace warms and vital- 
izes. It opens the windows of the soul that truth | 
may come in. 

III. Truth, as philosophers discuss it abstract- 
ly, has little appeal until incarnated in the 
Bethlehem type of life. (John 1:14) In this: 
form it may be assimilated, giving regenerative 
power and far reaching possibilities. Contrast 
the temperaments of Herbert Spencer and 
Henry Drummond.. 


e 
Our Enlarging New Year Horizons. 


“I must see Rome also.”—Acts 19:21. 

When Prof. Frost, head of the Astronomical 
Department of the University of Chicago, closed 
his long term of service the other day, he said 
“This is a big place in which we live, and we 
don’t know much about it yet.” Previously he 
had spoken of the expanding universe as seen 
by his colleagues in the last generation; and 
of the possibilities of faith. Paul’s eyes were 
opened even wider to comprehend spiritual pos- 
sibilities. 

1. There is no longer a “frontier” in America, 
as our pioneer forefathers conceived it. Yet the 
“last frontier” in soul expansion has not been 
reached. Paul’s narrow conceits had to be brok- 
en and a new sense of brotherhood awakened. 
Perhaps here is a new “frontier” margin of 
development in neighborly relations, which de- 
pression times will disclose. 

2. Adventurers came to America four hun- 
dred years ago seeking gold along with the foun- 
tain of youth. Gold seeking was later forgot- 
ten in the discovery of baser metals, oil and 
coal; in golden fruits of Florida and California. 
Spiritual resources in Washington, Lincoln and 
Wilson were disclosed. Paul’s insight into Rome 
was a spiritual invasion. America is not all dis- 
covered yet. 

3. Discovering Rome meant expanding the 
Kingdom of God, to Paul. Kingdom possibilities 
lie out in the unexplored domains of 1934. Pro- 
viding there is the same conviction, perseverance 
and consecration in the quest. 


What’s New For You This Year. 


. “Grow in grace and in the knowledge of our 


Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.” 2 Peter 3:18. 
é, In these trying days when many are saying 
“opportunities are gone forever,” “doors of pro- 
gress are all closed,” it may be well to recall the 
critical times in which this apostolic message 
went forth; also to note, by contrast, how much 
better off the world is today. 

Apart from the economic and intellectual ad- 
vantages, there are those possibilities of soul 
expansion, which Jesus offers—in the abundant 
life (John 10:10). 


1. There are always new perspectives here. 


December, 1934 


The little boy was wrong when he boasted to 
his father—“I can do something that you can’t. I 
can grow.” Physical growth stops at twenty-one, 
perhaps; but soul development has unending 
prospects. 

2. Religion offers enlarging “elbow room for 
the soul,” wrote a biographer of Loyola. While 
we may not approve the spirit of that medieval 
zealot, yet we must admire the intensive zeal 
with which he enlarged his horizons from most 
prescribed surroundings and abilities. Peter’s en- 
thusiasm is much more altruistic and in line 
with the abundant life offered by his Master. 

3. Like all growth, it depends upon adjustment 
and adaptation. It took a long discipline to orient 
Peter. His narrow conceits, faith and charity all 
had to be readjusted. But willingness and hu- 
mility brought results; even as we are seeing 
in these days. Ex-president Hoover coined the 
expression “indomitableness of the human 
spirit.” He will yet demontrate it in his own 
experience. 

4. All of which encourages the life of faith 
in regular expression through worship, as well 
as in kindly minstrations through service. Pet- 
er’s prescription still applies “Add to your faith 
virtue, knowledge.” (Ch. 1:5-7). 

e 


The Prince of Peace. 
desus came to bring peace to our distressed, 
strife-worn and war-cursed world. This was the 
prophecy. He “shall be called . . . The Prince 
OIEPeCACes.. . 
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Jesus did not disappoint the world. He ful- 
filled the prophecy and realized the hope. He had 
peace himself. He lived in the midst of storm, 
but the thunders crashed about him in vain, the 
wild waves broke in impotent fury on his serene 
life. He stilled the storm with a word. To the 
angry sea, he said: “Peace, be = still.” 
The winds and the waves obeyed him. To the 
rage and petulance and unrest of storm-tossed 
human spirits, he said: “Peace, be still.” “And 
there was a great calm.” Jesus bequeathed peace. 

“The Prince of Peace” did not disappoint the 
world. The tragedy is, the world has disappoint- 
ed him. It has listened to the song of the angels 
and gone on fighting. It has looked into the 
face of the “Prince of Peace,’ and seized a 
sword. 

We are still a distracted, strife-torn war- 
armed world ... Religion is the only force that 
can master war and usher in enduring peace. 

The world is beginning to see this more clear- 
ly. The statesmanship it needs it the statesman- 
ship of the man of Galilee .. . If society is to 
climb, citizenship must improve. There is no 
way of building a better social order that ig- 
nores the social unit. Society can never be any 
better than the social units which compose it. 
Therefore, the primary problem of civilization 
is the individual. If we are to have a war-free 
world, we must get rid of war-mad people. The 
war-mad must become peace-loving ... “The 
Prince of Peace” has but one law for his social 
order—that is the law of love—James I. Vance. 


CHURCH NIGHT 


By the REV. SHIRLEY SWETNAM STILL 


I. THE LOVE OF GOD 

A meeting in which the whole congregation 
may take part in everything that is done, except 
the opening solo. 
Solo, “Love Divine,” by Gerald E. Bonney. 
Concert Scripture, John 3:16. 
Song, “Love Divine All Love Excelling.” 
Questions for general discussion: 

1. How do we know that God loves us? 

2. Name three things that God has done for 

everybody. 
3. How do our trials show God’s love for us? 
4. “What shall we render unto the Lord for 
all His benefits?” 

Song, “When Love Shines In.” 
Song-Prayer, “Jesus, Lover of My Soul,” followed 
by the Lord’s prayer in concert. 
Scriptures on Divine love: by everybody present. 

Jer. 31:3; II Cor. 5:14; I John 4:7; I John 4:8; 
I John 4:10; Prov. 8:17; Hosea 14:4; I John 
4:12; Rev. 3:19; Ps. 9:9; 12:5; 13:6; AGRE alete 
Hess5e 2321) 26:35 27:10; 27-13; Sule REISE 
34:6; 34:7; 34:18; 36:5; etc. 
Song, “I’ll Live for Him Who Died for Me.” 
Benediction, II Cor. 13:14 in concert. 
Recessional, “Love Lifted Me, or “O Love That 

Will Not Let Me Go.” 


II. JESUS, THE BEST OF ALL TEACHERS 
Song, “Wonderful Words of Life.” 
Talk: Two Reasons Why Jesus Was a Great 

Teacher. 

1. He knew just what lessons people needed. 
2. He was prepared to give them the lessons they 
needed. 

Song, “Open Mine Eyes That I may See.” 

Scripture showing that Jesus was able to inter- 
est people in His teaching, by three people. 

1. Matt. 7:28. 2. Mark 1:22. 3. John 7:14. 

A prayer that we may learn from Jesus how to 
reach people with His truth. 

Scriptures showing that Jesus was a Master 
at asking questions: 

1. Matt. 9:5. 2. Matt. 12:12. 3. Matt. 10:17-18. 
4, Mark 12:16. 5. Luke 8:42. 6. Luke 9:20. 

Song, “More Like the Master.” 
Talk: Jesus Could Influence His Pupils: 

1. Peter, Andrew, James and John: fisher- 
men, became fishers of men. 2. Matthew, the 
publican, became an apostle, a writer, a witness. 
3. Zacchaeus, a sinner, became a saint, a saved 
man. 4. Mary Magdalene, from whom seven 
devils were cast became a loyal friend. 5. Only 
the influence of the Master Teacher could have 
wrought such transformation. 
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Song, “Let Him Have His Way with Thee.” 
Talk: Jesus Knew How to call for Decision and 

Action. 

1. He knew how dangerous it is to know a 
thing and do nothing about it. 2. He knew spir- 
itual growth depends upon living up to the best 
light one has. 3. He knew how good it is for 
people to ask hard things of them. 

Song, “Ill Go Where You Want Me to Go, 
Dear Lord.” 

Benediction. 

Recessional, “Nearer, My God, to Thee.” 


Ill. FELLOWSHIP WITH JESUS 
Solo, “Jesus Calls Us.” 
Prayer, that we may choose fellowship with 

Jesus. 

Song, “I am the Vine, Ye Are the Branches.” 
Sermon, “Fellowship with Jesus.” From John 15. 
I. Jesus, the vine: 

1. The vine is the source of life for the 
branches. 2. The vine is the source of beauty 
for the branches. 3. The vine is the source of 
fruit-bearing for the branches. 4. There must be 
unity between the vine and the branches for the 
vine to work through them. 

II. Christians, the branches: 

1. The branch is to add beauty to the vine. 
So must our lives express excellency for the 
Lord Jesus. 2. The branches must bear fruit. 
The fruit of the spirit is “Love, joy, peace,” etc. 
III. The conditions of Fellowship: 

1. Fruit-bearing. “Every branch that beareth 
not fruit, he taketh away.” There are just two 
kinds of Christians—fruit-bearing Christians 
and dead Christians. 2. Purging, or cleansing. To 
us as Christians this means that the habits or 
interests or pleasures that might hinder our 
Christian work will be taken away from us. We 
may expect to have them “pruned” out of our 
lives, even at the cost of pain and discomfort. 
Thus we shall bring forth more fruit. 3. Abiding. 
Unless we stay by the task, unless we are faith- 
ful, we cannot do anything for Christ. 

III. What are some practical means of fellow- 
ship with Christ? 

1. Prayer. 2. Bible reading. 3. Church at- 
tendance. 4. The Lord’s table. 5. Giving to the 
Lord’s work. 


Conclusion: Let us choose fellowship with 
Christ. 

Invitation song: “I Choose Jesus.” 

Benediction. 


Recessional, “Work for the Night Is Coming.” 
s 


IV. GOOD TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY 
Decoration should be the usual green and red 
Christmas lights and candles among evergreen, 
and in addition have an abundance of tinsel 
and white lights to lend the lighter note. If you 
are fortunate enough to have an electric star, 
as supplied by some of the high class lighting 
companies like Voigt, you will find a number of 
uses for it during the Christmas season. 
Organ Prelude: “A Shepherd’s Tale,” Gilette. 
Congregation: “O Come All Ye Faithful.” 
Scripture Reading: Matt. 1:18-25. 
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During the reading of the Scripture, Three 
Wise Men enter the chancel, weary travellers, 
and seat themselves at the side of the chancel. 
Reader continue with 
Scripture Reading: Matt: 2:1-6. 

Congregation: “Silent Night, Holy Night.” 

During the singing, shepherds come upon the 
platform and form a group at the opposite side 
from the Wise Men, seat themselves upon the 
floor. An Angel, figure in white enters during 
the next Scripture reading, and the shepherds 
show amazement and fear according to the 
reading. Flood light the group at proper time. 
Scripture Reading: Luke 2:8-14. 

Congregation: “Hark, the Herald Angels Sing.” 

(Angel withdraws.) 

Scripture Reading: Luke 2:15-20. (During this 
reading, the shepherds depart.) 

Organ: “Gloria in Excelsis,’ Mozart. 

Scripture: Luke 2:40. Luke 2:25-32. 

Congregation: “Joy to the World.” 

Organ: “Hallelujah Chorus,’ Handel. 


V. THE GIFTS OF THE NEW YEAR 
This meeting is planned so that everybody 

in the church and in the church school may be 

included in its program if this should be deem- 
ed wise. 

Song, “Praise Him, Praise Him.” 

Processional by children of Primary, Beginners’ 
and Cradle Roll Departments, “Praise Him, 
Praise Him, All Ye Little Children.” 

Bible references on God’s Gifts to us, by the 
Juniors in Concert, or given responsively by 
Junior Boys and Girls: Acts 17:25b; John 
3:16; John 14:27; John’ 10:28) 1 Tima Gani 
James 1:5. 

Song, “What Will You Give to Jesus?” by the 
choir. 

A prayer, thanking God for the gifts of the 
new year, offered by a representative of the 
Intermediate department. 

Congregational song, “Revive Us Again.” 

A group of four talks by representatives from 
the Young People’s Department: Gifts of the 
New Year to Us. 

1. The Gift of Time. 2. The Gift of Work. 3. 
The Gift of Prayer. 4. The Gift of Infiuence. 
Male Quartette, “The Riches of Love in Christ 

Jesus.” 

A Dramatization of the parable of the talents 
(Matt. 25:14-30) by the women of the church in 
oriental costumes. A reader standing beside the 
platform will read the parable while the wom- 
en enact it in pantomime. 

Song, “I Gave My Life for Thee.” 

Talk by the minister: “What will you give to 
God during this new year?” 

At this time tithers’ pledges, or pledges to con- 
duct family worship or whatever pledges of 
time or consecration seem indicated in the mind 
of the pastor will be passed and signed silently 
while the violinists of the congregation play 
“Tll Go Where You Want Me to Go.” 

Song, “Praise God from Whom all Blessings 
Flow.” 

Benediction. 

Recessional, “Coronation.” 
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BEYOND DAMASCUS, A BIOGRAPHY OF PAUL. 
F. A. Spencer, Prof. of Classics in New York Uni- 
versity. Harpers. 466 pp. $3.00. 


How many lives of Paul we have! Still there is 
room for many more—so many-sided and so com- 
pelling a personality is the great Apostle to the 
Gentiles. This is a fresh, vivid and fascinating bi- 
Ography. It excels in its description of life in the 
first century. It gives a clear and interpretative ac- 
count of the mystery cults of that period. Prof. 
Spencer is not a pioneer in this field, as the “jacket” 
of the volume seems to indicate. Angus and others 
have already described these cults. It pictures a Paul 
of flesh and blood, full of contradictions in temper- 
ament; and yet a genius in his interpretation of 
essential Christianity, and an incomparable propa- 
gandist of the Gospel of Christ. Here is a Paul who 
knew his classics. He gauged accurately the glory and 
shame, the justice of the courts of the Empire, and 
the outward splendor but inner moral weakness of 
its pagan religions. In these pages is pictured Paul, 
the diplomat; the good Jew who was yet proud of 
his Roman citizenship; the orator who held the at- 
tention of philosophers at Athens, and the Paul who 
in Rome won the attention of slaves; and above all, 
“a man, evangelizing, prophesying, suffering, tri- 
umphing, and dying—for Christ’s sake.’’ It is not too 
much to say that this is so far the most fascinating 
life of Paul; it is dramatic; it portrays the times, the 
customs, and the religious thought of both Jew and 
Gentile of Paul’s day; and it does full justice to the 
leadership, the evangelistic power, the intellectual 
greatness, even the genius, of Paul, whose mission- 
ary achievements and exposition of Christianity have 
not been surpassed, not even equalled, in all the 
nineteen centuries which stretch from his day to 
ours. No matter how many “lives” of Paul you may 
have you cannot afford not to buy this one. 


CHRIST ETERNAL. 
Frederick F. Shannon, D. D., Minister of Central 
Church, Chicago. Revell. 153 pp. $1.50. 


Dr. Shannon holds an eminent place among the 
princes of the pulpit in our generation. He is also 
one of the great evangelicals—not indeed as the ex- 
pounder of a narrow traditional theology, but of the 
spacious, authoritative, and divine message of Jesus, 
the Christ. Dr. Shannon’s imagination pictures the 
light and glory of the “good news.” His is a Gospel 
for men who walk life’s dusty highways of duty and 
reveals them, through the eternal Christ, as path- 
ways to God. Some of his topics are: The humaniz- 
ing Christ, Our contemporary heaven, God’s human 
mornings, The eternal Easter, and The super-solar 
light. 


WE SEE JESUS. 
William Pierson Merrill. Harpers. 129 pp. $1.00. 


Dr. Merrill is the successor of Henry Van Dyke as 
minister of the Brick Church, New York City. He is 
regarded as one of the leading preachers of his de- 
nomination. He is active in the Church Peace Union 
and in the World Alliance for International Friend- 
ship Through the Churches. The ten sermons in this 
volume are representative of his liberal and vital 
preaching. Some of the sermon topics are: We see 
Jesus, Entering into Life, The religion needed to- 
day, “The silence of eternity interpreted by Love,” 
and Will Spirit Win? 


SERMONS ON THE LORD’S PRAYER AND OTHER 
PRAYERS. 
Clovis G. Chappell. Cokesbury. 221 pp. $1.50. 

Dr. Chappell is one of the great preachers of the 
South. He wields a tremendous influence both by his 


spoken and his printed sermons. He introduces these 
sermons on the Lord’s Prayer by an illuminating ac- 
count of Jesus as a Man of Prayer. He follows this 
with ten sermons on the Lord’s Prayer, and by an- 
other on Jesus’ prayer of Thanksgiving; and adds 
five sermons on Jesus praying with his disciples. 
These sermons will nourish and stimulate the prayer 
life of every one who reads and ponders their re- 
spective messages. They are full of insight into 
Jesus’ prayer life. 


THE GODS OF MEN. 
Oswald W. S. McCall. Harpers. 118 pp. $1.00 


Dr. McCall was born and educated in Australia. 
After a distinguished career as a preacher in his 
native land, he came to this country and accepted a 
call in 1922 to the pastorate of the First Congrega- 
tional Church, Berkeley, Calif. His success as a 
preacher, and as a lecturer on religious and inter- 
national affairs in colleges and universities in this 
country, is notable. His mind is steeped in great 
literature. He is a keen student of modern science, 
international questions, and, of course, of religion. 
His preaching is attractive, direct, and illuminating. 
It is modern in outlook, and deeply spiritual. Among 
the sermon topics of this volume are: Christianity, 
its essentials and accretions, Through perplexity to 
insight, Jesus among the Faiths, Buried poetry, and 
The magnetism of superior lives. 


WHEN SORROW COMES. 


Myron Lee Pontius, pastor of Central Christian 
Church, Jacksonville, Ill. Cokesbury. 91 pp. 75 cents. 


Dr. Pontius ministers to a congregation of over 
2,000. This is a book that will appeal strongly to 
pastors. It contains seventeen comforting messages 
to the sorrowing and bereaved. This kind of service 
is an important part of one’s ministry. Few can do 
this as helpfully as Dr. Pontius. His messages are 
as balm to a wounded spirit. They speak to the 
heart, and lift it up to God. They strengthen faith 
in immortality. Dr. Pontius adds helpful suggestions 
regarding the funeral director, the memorial serv- 
ice, and music and flowers. 


FAITH IN GOD AND HEAVEN. 


Jeremiah Zimmerman, D. D., LL. D. Revell. 119 pp. 
$1.25. 


This book is by an aged disciple, who has been a 
lifetime student of religion and allied subjects, for 
example, archaeology. He has travelled widely, too. 
His gleanings from archaeology, from the Word, 
from travel in Bible lands, and from his wide read- 
ing confirm the Bible teachings. A stimulating and a 
faith-building book. 


GIRLS WHO BECAME ARTISTS. 
Winifred and Frances Kirkland. Harpers. 115 pp. $1.00. 


Another inspirational book by the Misses Kirkland 
in their admirable series on Girls Who Made Good, 
Girls Who Became Writers, etc. This volume contains 
interesting accounts of eleven girls who achieved 
success and fame in such fields as etching, sculpture. 
and painting. Among these girls are Pamela Bianco, 
illustrator of children’s books, and famous since she 
was twelve; Marguerite Kirmse, etcher of dogs; Meta 
Warrick Fuller, leading sculptor of her race (Negro); 
and Anna Hyatt Huntington, sculptor of animals. 
Mothers, teachers in public schools or Sunday 
schools, Girl Scout leaders, and many others inter- 
ested in girls, will find this book of great value for 
encouraging and stimulating girls to develop their 
talents, and to work for success in life. 
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NEW BOOKS 


FOR CHRISTMAS GIFTS 
THE PRESBYTERIANS 


The Story of a Stanch and Sturdy People 


William T.Hanzsche 
{ $1.25 


7) Here is a Se) Deel 
cee yreriaNs | | written history of the 
e Lie aes | | Presbyterian people, 
em exe |_| which throws into new 
: | perspective the life of 
this great denomina- 
tion. The chapter 
headings tell the story: 
They Inherit a Great 
History; They Become 
a Separate Church; 
They Come to Amer- 
mee 6 Wines, IP ASE 
Through Schism to 
Union; They Move on 
to the Frontiers; They 
Try an Educational 
Experiment; They 
dee a Leaf From Business; They Face the 
uture. 


THE EPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS 


Charles R. Erdman $1.00 


Here is a new volume in Dr. Erdman’s inspiring 
expositions of New Testament books. ‘This 
epistle,’’ says the author in a Foreword, ‘‘is one 
of the most important documents in the literature 
of the world.” Any pastor or student will wel- 
come this volume or any other of the thirteen 
commentaries as a Christmas gift. 


A YEAR WITH THE BIBLE 
Hugh Thomson Kerr 


Christmas Edition 5 cents 


Regular Edition 3 cents 
The Christmas edition 
of this popular yearly 
devotional guide makes 
an inexpensive substi- 
tute for a Christmas 
card. It has found spe- 
cial use among pastors 
and teachers who dis- 
tribute it as a special 
greeting. The attractive : 
holiday cover is repro- : ¥5 
duced at right. : 


THE WESTMINSTER PRESS! = 


PHILADELPHIA........Witherspoon Building 
PITTSBURGH................Granite Building 
CHICAGO .........-.216 South Wabash Ave. 
SAN FRANCISCO......234 McAllister Street 


THE EXPOSITOR 


December, 1934 


TARBELL’S TEACHERS’ GUIDE FOR 1935. 
Martha Tarbell, Litt. D. Revell. 432 pp. $2.00 


This is the 30th Annual Issue of this incompar- 
able Guide to teaching the International S. S. Les- 
sons. It contains everything needed for teaching, il- 
lustrating, and impressing each lesson. Its six pages 
of introduction embody valuable suggestions to 
teachers. Be sure to read and master them; especial- 
ly the discussion as to whether teaching should be 
material-centered, or pupil-centered, or life-centered. 
The “helps” for teaching the lesson are abundant: 
map, explanations and comments; pen and ink 
sketches; illustrations; light from Oriental life; sub- 
jects for Bible class discussions; topics for Interme- 
diates and Seniors; historical and geographical back- 
grounds, etc. The spirit of the Guide is evangelical. 
Tarbell’s is easily the leader in its field. 


PELOUBET’S SELECT NOTES ON THE INTERNA- 
TIONAL S. S. LESSONS FOR 1935. 


Wilbur M. Smith, D. D. Sixty-first Annual Volume. 
W. A. Wilde Co., Boston. 411 pp. $2.00. 


An illuminating and practical commentary on the 
S. S. lesson. It has been, and continues to be, the fa- 
vorite S. S. lesson help of a multitude of teachers. 
In addition to helpful comments on each lesson, it 
shows its application of lesson truths to everyday 
life. The Select Notes includes other valuable fea- 
tures, such as, the objective of each lesson, a prac- 
tical and comprehensive bibliography, several full 
page colored pictures, maps, sketches of Oriental life, 
test questions, subjects for open discussion, etc. It is 
loyal to the Old Book, an indispensable requirement, 
of course for S. S. teaching. 


CHARLES W. ABEL OF KWATO. 


Russell W. Abel, M. A., his son. Revell. 255 pp., with 
16 illustrations from photographs and 10 from draw- 
ings. $2.00. 

This is one of the most thrilling stories of mis- 
sionary achievement within this last generation. 
Charles W. Abel was regarded by such men as Dr. 
J. D. Jones of Bournemouth, England, as the out- 
standing missionary of his day. For forty years he 
was a missionary in Eastern Papua, eleven of which 
he spent as an associate of the famous James 
Chalmers of New Guinea. Abel’s achievements were 
many and notable. He transformed cannibals into 
Christians; gave them training in the Bible, which 
he translated into their language; introduced man- 
ual training, industrial and agricultural work; 
taught them to build houses; showed them how to 
wipe out malaria by draining their swamps; and 
taught them the game of cricket, to which they took 
like ducks to water: in short he converted them 
from heathenism to Christianity, and taught them 
the ways of civilized life. His teaching and influence 
wrought a wonderful transformation. His tragic 
death four years ago in London, by being struck by 
a speeding motor car, ended his great career, but it 
did not end his work. In fact, during the four years 
since his death more Papuans have been won to 
Christ than in the preceding forty years of his 
work. ‘This shows the splendid foundation he laid. 
His widow and children are carrying on his work. 
under an independent organization, known as The 
Incorporated Kwato Extension Association. Its head- 


quarters in this country are at 156 Fifth Ave., New 
York City. 


LIBERAL CATHOLICISM AND THE MODERN 
WORLD, VOL. I, BELIEF. 


Frank Gavin, Ph. D., Prof. of Ecclesiastical Hist 
» Ph. D. : ory, 
General Theological Seminary, New York Ci - 
house. 197 pp. $1.75. zy la 
The Anglo-Catholics, some of whose b 
, eliefs are 
presented in this book, are growing both in England 
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Religion Renounces War 
By Walter W. Van Kirk $2.00 


Records the right-about-face of leading religious thinkers since the World 
War. Never before in the history of Christianity has there been a revulsion of 
feeling so quick and so complete. Dr. Van Kirk has collected, classified and 
presented in flowing narrative form the evidences of this revolution in the 
attitude of churches and churchmen. The material of an encyclopedia in the 
form of a dramatic chronicle. 


WILLETT, CLARK—WORTHY BOOKS 


i 


Creative Sceptics 
By T. V. Smith $2.00 


Plumbs the life and thought of seven great sceptics: Descartes, who out of doubt dis- 
covered himself; Spinoza, who found peace; Berkeley, God; Hume, courage to be hon- 
est; Schopenhauer, sympathy; Montague, enthusiasm for life; and Ex-Justice Oliver 
Wendell Holmes—an aristocrat—who doubted his way to democracy. Can any good 
come out of scepticism? Yes! Tempered hopes and chastened convictions that mark the 
educated man are born of its discipline. A feast for questing minds. 


JOHN FREDERIC 


OBERLIN 


A Protestant Saint 
By Marshall Dawson $1.50 


The life of a saint who used the scientific method to 
aid the poverty-stricken parishioners of the French 
parish of Waldsbach in the Vosges, and, 160 years ago, 
founded the first infant schools in the world, made his 
people prosperous through scientific agriculture, fo- 
cused the eyes of the world on his community—but 
never forgot his primary duty of shepherding souls. An 
almost incredible story. 


100 POEMS OF PEACE 


Compiled by Thomas Curtis Clark 
and Winfred Ernest Garrison $1.25 


“Quotability,” as in the former well known anthology, 
“Quotable Poems,” is the norm that governed selection. 
These songs and slogans present peace as more coura- 
geous, more heroic, more lyrical than war. Poems by 
Vachel Lindsay, Edwin Markham, Carl Sandburg, Witter 
Bynner, Tolstoy, Whitman, Whittier, and more than 60 


| FORM CRITICISM 


A New Method of New Testament Research 
Translation and Preface 
By Frederick C. Grant $2.00 


CHRISTIAN MISSIONS 
AND A NEW WORLD CULTURE 


By Archibald G. Baker $2.00 


“Professor Baker’s book is the 
most important interpretation of 
Christian missions that has ap- 
peared since the modern mission- 
ary enterprise was launched.’’— 
Dr. Charles Clayton Morrison. 


Dr. Baker lifts the whole mission- 
ary undertaking above the level 
of theological controversy. He sees 
Christian missions as an integral 
part of a new world culture. 


CONTEMPORARY AMERICAN 
LITERATURE AND RELIGION 


By H. E. Luccock $2.00 


“Luccock invites the religionist to 
come out into the street and see 
what people are reading. He makes 
you want to go and buy an armful 
of books and take them off to a 
quiet corner. His sentences and 
paragraphs crackle and explode. He 
is incapable of writing a colorless 
phrase. A grand book about books.”’ 
—The Advance. 


An indispensable means of knowing the type of literary and historical criticism which 
has attracted much attention during recent years and which is now for the first time 
adequately presented in English. Includes two monographs by leading German thinkers: 
“The Study of the Synoptic Gospels,” by Rudolf Bultmann, and “Primitive Christianity 


in the Light of Gospel Research,” by Karl Kundsin. 


@ WILLETT, CLARK—WORTHY BOOKS | 


Willett, Clark & Company 


440 S. Dearborn Street 200 Fifth Avenue 
Chicage, Hl. New York, N. Y. 


Order today from your church 
publisher or bookseller. 
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and in the United States. They are an aggressive 
group. In England they are in the front rank of 
those who advocate, and practice, applied social 
Christianity. This volume affirms that they are main- 
taining the essential and historical Catholic faith. 
They present not only “The Sources of our Faith 
and Our Faith in the Sources,’ but show the re- 
lation of their faith to such questions as Modernism, 
Christian ethics, Faith and moral life, the new psy- 
chology, education, and natural science. On the 
whole, the essays of the fourteen contributors to 
this interesting and informing volume, are on a high 
intellectual level. 


INTOLERANCE. 


Winfred Ernest Garrison, Ph. D., Associate Prof. of 
Church History in the University of Chicago. Round 
Table Press, Inc., New York. 270 pp. $2.50. 


This is a keen and discriminating discussion of 
an important topic. It deals with the right and 
wrong uses of intolerance, and illustrates them by 
instances from history and current events. Dr. Gar- 
rison shows the necessity and value of intolerance 
of wrong; and as well, the evil of intolerance, arising 
out of unjustifiable prejudice against peoples and 
programs which are inherently right though un- 
popular. Many of his contentions are illustrated 


A Challenge to Religious Leaders 
by a great Religious Leader 


Dr. G. Ross Stevenson, President, Princeton 


By WILLIAM CHALMERS COVERT 
Moderator of the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church 

Theological Seminary: Dr. Covert’s rich ex- 
periences equip him to discern the specific 
problems which now confront the Church and 
to deal with them with mature optimism from 
the Christian and forward-looking point of 
view. 

George Albert Parker, Jr., President, Hanover 
College: If any minister wishes a valuable 
check-up on his acquaintance with some of 
the important characteristics of our day which 
relate to his work, he cannot do better than 
read the eleven chapters of this book. 

Dr. Harry Lathrop Reed, President, Auburn 
Theological Seminary: It is educational, il- 
luminating, and inspiring. 

The Expositor: It will quicken the soul of every 


minister who reads it, and will make him a 
more attractive and effective preacher. 


Net, $1.50, postpaid 
At the Better Bookshops 


THE ABINGDON PRESS 


NEW YORK CINCINNATI CHICAGO 
STON PITTSBURGH 
DETROIT KANSAS CITY PORTLAND, ORE, 


from church history. For example, the persecutions 
of the Early Church by the Roman State; persecu- 
tion of sects by the Church, when it came into 
power; The Protestant Reformation, when Catholics 
persecuted Protestants and vice versa; political in- 
tolerance in both the French and American political 
revolutions; in modern times, the persecutions of 
the Jews in Nazi Germany, and the negro in the 
United States; and the racial intolerance at the 
present time by the native born population of the 
United States against unassimilated foreigners, whom 
they describe as ‘‘Dagoes,” ‘‘Wops,”’ “Kikes,” etc. 
Dr. Garrison’s closing words ought to be heeded by 
every reader of this important book. They are: 
“Exercise fear and hatred, cease to judge men by 
classes, recognize self-interest and group-interest 
for what they are and keep them in their right 
place, respect those human rights which have been 
proved by the long discipline of history to be in- 
separable from peace, prosperity, and progress—and 
all that will be left of intolerance will be an in- 
telligent zeal for the triumph of truth and a rea- 
sonable devotion to the welfare of humanity.” These 
are weighty words. 


STATESMANSHIP AND RELIGION. 


Henry A. Wallace, Secretary of Agriculture of the 
United States. Round Table Press, Inc., New York. 
139 pp. $2.00. 


This book is significant, let us hope, of a new era 
when statesmen shall take counsel of religion, as 
they plan for the welfare of the people, as a whole. 
In the first chapter of this arresting book, captioned, 
The spiritual adventure of the prophets, (from Amos 
to Jeremiah), he discusses the economic, as well as 
the spiritual, content of their messages. He points 
out that they advocated the revival of pure religion 
which would express itself in political and economic 
justice. In his second chapter on The spiritual ad- 
venture of the Reformers, he writes discriminatingly 
of the services of Luther, Calvin, John Knox, and 
John Wesley, in their attitude to spiritual revival 
and economic justice. The chapters on The great 
spiritual adventure of our age, and on Statesman- 
ship and religion, ought to give the reader pause. 
Wallace is persuaded that ‘“‘the time is almost here 
when we can say that from the hard-headed ma- 
terial point of view the Sermon on the Mount is 
practical, provided our hearts are permeated with 
the doctrine of Jesus and our minds are capable of 
formulating social machines corresponding in their 
precision with our mechanical machines. Wallace 
does not advocate socialism, communism or fascism; 
but he does plead—and nobly—for a new social order 
which shall express genuine brotherhood, inspired 
by true religion. 


I SAW GOD WASH THE WORLD. 


William L. Stidger, D. D., The Frederick Jaenicken 
Company. 82 pp. $1.10. ; 


With more than thirty books for the minister, al- 
ready to his credit, Doctor Stidger, further indicat- 
ing the versatility of his busy pen, now comes forth 
as the author of a book of poems, called after one 
of his best known and best beloved poems, “I Saw 
God Wash The World.” Including the poem after 
which the volume is named, the book contains sixty- 
five poems preceded by an introduction by Edwin 
Markham. Here is indication, as someone has already 
said, “As he looks out of the windows of the world, 
Dr. Stidger not only sees God washing the world— 
but he also looks deep into some of the contempor- 
ary social and personal problems of human life.” 
As with the man himself, these poems have a unique 
and striking personality and power. An ideal booklet 


for the pastor seeking suitable and quotable poetry 
for sermonic use. 
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For a Rainy Day 


HE Arkansas Traveller couldn’t go out in the rain to mend his leaky roof 

—and when it didn’t rain the roof didn’t leak! So it was never mended. 
Preparing for the proverbial rainy day is sometimes like that. But most people 
are not like the Arkansas Traveller. The average man is anxious to be fully 
prepared for sickness, accident, old age, death, and other exigencies. 


Suppose that a time-tested and reliable financial institution should say to 
you: “We will put $12,000 in a contingent fund for you against the ‘rainy day’ 
that is sure to come. If you should be taken sick, you could draw $120 per month 
up to 15 months out of your fund. If you should have to go to the hospital or 
require a trained nurse, you would draw an additional $120 per month up to 
3 months. If your disability should prove permanent, your fund provides $60 
per month, beginning with the twelfth month till you reach age 65, at which 
time you would draw $6000 in cash. 


“Tf an accident should destroy an eye or a limb, you could draw $2000 cash 
from your fund and in addition $150 a month during disability up to two years. 


“Tf you should lose two limbs, or two eyes by accident, you could draw $6000 
plus $150 per month during the time that you are disabled, up to 2 years and $60 
a month up to age 65, when you could draw $6000 more. 


“This would all come out of your own rainy day or contingent fund. It would 
not be charity. It would be your own money, paid to you on a sound, tested, safe 
business basis. 


“But sickness and accident are not the only rainy days. It will be an exceed- 
ingly rainy day for your family when Death calls you Home. 


“Tf you should be accidentally killed, your family would draw your full $12,000. 
Or if you should die of disease, a minimum of $6,200 would be paid—more, if 
your fatal illness were of long duration. 


“Then of course you might call retirement a rainy day. But really, if proper 
preparation has been made, retirement from the more strenuous activities of life is 
not a rainy day, but a play day, and this fund makes provision for that. When 
you reach age 60, 65 or 70, as you yourself choose, this rainy day fund would 
pay $6,000 in cash.” 

Let us tell you more about it. There is no obligation and no agent will follow 
up. Just drop a card to the Ministers Life and Casualty Union, 12th Floor, 
Wesley Temple, Minneapolis, asking for information on our Rainy Day plan 
as announced in the December issue of ‘‘The Expositor.” 

Every man should prepare for the ruddy, carefree afternoon of life. It should 
‘nclude the richest, mellowest and most satisfactory of all his hours. 


“Grow old along with me! The best is yet to be, 
The last of life for which the first was made; 
Our times are in His hand, Who saith, ‘A whole I planned, 
Vouth shows but half; Trust God: see all, nor be afraid!” 


—Robert Browning. 
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MOTION PICTURES FOR CHURCHES 


Film Catalog Contains Fine List of Films Suitable for Churches 


A Film Catalog of Motion Pictures will be of 
great assistance to anyone wishing to secure 
films for parish showing. One whole section is 
devoted to religious rental films. 

Of course, there are many other films listed 
under such headings as Geographic, Arts, 
Science, and Invention, Patriotic and Historic, 
etc., which will be found well adapted to certain 
phases of church work. 

All religious rental films listed are available in 
16 mm. 

Their listing as set forth in the catalog is, 
in part, as follows: 


I AM THE WAY 


A study of the life of Christ in twelve epi- 
sodes, which may be shown as separate units. 
Includes unused material from the King of 
Kings and authentic scenes of life in the Holy 
Land. In order to increase its value to churches, 
Sunday Schools, and Bible study classes a sup- 
plement accompanies each reel. This includes 
discussion and sermon topics, prayers, scripture 
readings, music, and background material. The 
cooperation of several clergymen was given in 
the preparation of both film and supplement. 

When Jesus Was Born—1 reel, The Boyhood 
of Jesus—1 reel, The Young Man of Nazareth— 
1 reel, The Day of Decison—1 reel, Choosing His 
Friends—1 reel, A Ministry of Healing—1 reel, 
A Country-side Teacher—1 reel, The Kingdom 
of Heaven—i reel, Jesus and the Temple—1 reel, 
Blind Leaders—1 reel, The Hours of Trial—2 
reels, The Living Christ—1 reel. 


THE SPIRIT OF CHRIST AT WORK 


A series of seven subjects, dealing with fun- 
damental human needs to which Christianity 
may administer in Africa, India, and Porto 
Rico. While no attempt has been made to cover 
the whole field of missions, each interprets a 
specific problem and the work that is being done 
by a local organization to relieve and correct it. 
The pictures are non-sectarian and, in order 
to secure accuracy, were prepared with the 
assistance of a group of authorities in this field. 
Each reel is accompanied by a supplement for 
the use of the minister, teacher, or lecturer. This 
includes additional factual material, suggested 
discussion topics, scripture readings and other 
usable ideas. The subjects are: 

The Word of God in Africa—1 reel, Medical 
Missions in Africa—1 reel, Christian Education 
in Africa—1 reel, The Word of God in India—1 
reel, Medical Missions in India—1 reel, Chris- 
tian Education in India—1 reel, Porto Rico— 
2 reels (A study in missions and economics). 


GREAT RELIGIONS OF THE WORLD 


These three films, dealing with great relig- 
ious movements other than Christianity, while 


valuable in themselves, were planned particu- 
larly for use in study courses with the series on 
The Spirit of Christ at Work. An attempt has 
been made to interpret the worship back- 
grounds, the traditions and religious attitudes 
of the countries where Christian missionary 
activities are under way. The assistance of a 
group of experts in these fields was given in 
the preparation of the film and of the sup- 
plement which accompanies each subject. Di- 
cussion and lecture topics and background ma- 
terial are included in these. The subjects are: 


Buddhism—2 reels, Islam in Egypt—1 reel. 
Primitive Religions—1 reel. 


LIVINGSTON IN AFRICA 


An authentic and well acted picture of the life 
of this great missionary taken in its actual 
African settings and portraying his romantic 
marriage to Mary Moffat, his work and peril 
with the natives, and his lonely death. 

Livingston in Africa—6 reels. 


MARTIN LUTHER—HIS LIFE AND TIMES 


This biography, photographed in the actual 
settings where Luther himself lived and worked, 
is both accurate and dramatic. It shows the 
gradual development, in his own experience, of 
the conflicts and struggles out of which Prot- 
estantism was born. Martin Luther—His Life 
and Times—8 reels. 


NOT ONE TO SPARE 


This is an appealing story of home life and 
family devotion in which a poor farmer and his 
wife learn that not all the wealth in the world 
can compensate for the loss of one child. Audi- 
ences of all ages will enjoy this picture and 
find it inspiring. 

Not One to Spare—4 reels. 


THE PARABLES 
Subjects (John 7:3-11) 


Christ Confounds His Critics—1 reel, The 
Unwelcome Guest—1l reel (Luke 7:36-50) , 
Forgive Us Our Debts—2 reels (Matthew 18: 
aay ae Rich Young Ruler—2 reels (Matthew 


CHINA, OUR NEIGHBOR 


Eight reels are available in this series: 

How China Makes a Living—1 reel, China and 
America—1 reel, The Arts—1 reel, China’s 
Three Religions—1 reel, Education in China—1 
reel, Chinese Children—1 reel, China’s Home 
Life—l reel, Mr. Chang Takes a Chance—l 
reel (The introduction of modern medicine and 


surgical methods in China through medical 
missions). 
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FOR ALL THESE LITTLE ONES 
Two NEW Courses for the Nursery Class 


The problem of finding Christ-centered, 
true-to-the-Bible teaching materials for 
the Nursery Class is easily solved with 
Standard literature. Beautiful in print- 
ing and illustration, with stories of ab- 
sorbing interest to children and teach- 
ers, the two new courses offered by 
Standard for the Nursery Class are dif- 


ferent, distinctive, and in keeping with 
the purpose of all Standard lessons and 
teaching materials—to teach the Bible 
in the Sunday school. 

Teachers of Nursery Classes will find 
their work more interesting, more in- 
spirational, more resultful when Stand- 
ard Nursery Class courses are used. 


Send for FREE Prospectus 


of Nursery Class materials, specimen lessons and detailed de- 


scription of Standard courses. 
for all departments of the Sunday school. 


Similar samples are available 
You owe it to 


yourself and your class to investigate Standard true-to-the-Bible 


courses. 


Write for samples and complete information today. 


THE STANDARD PUBLISHING COMPANY 


Eighth and Cutter Streets 


Dept. C-12 


Cincinnati, Ohio 
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ALL ALUMINUM 


Permanence—Alcoa alumi- 
num. Pleasing appearance 
has been coupled with the 
elimination of all up-Keep 
costs forever in the SHEL- 
DON all aluminum bulle- 


tin. Write for detailed in- 
formation on this new and 
modern type bulletin. 

Made only by 


THE ASHTABULA SIGN CO. 
Box 131 E 


Ashtabula, Ohio 


MAKERS OF CHRISTIANITY 


From Jesus to Charlemagne 
By Shirley Jackson Case 


Dean Case re-creates the early days of the Christian 
Church and, by using a biographical approach, makes 


it interesting to the general reader. 
$2.00 


Henry Holt and Company, New 


York 
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WwoO 
New Filmo 


Projectors 
for the Modern 


Church 


ILMO now brings to the modern church 

two 16 mm. motion picture projectors, 
either giving a full hour’s uninterrupted os 
entertainment. Using safe 16 mm. film, on ih 
which a tremendous variety of subjects is 
available, the new Filmo Projectors may be 
had in either 1000-watt or 750-watt models, 
both with 1600-foot film capacity. The 


Both projectors have a new streamline base giving 
low center of gravity. Write for complete infor- 
mation. Ask also for source list of religious films. 


1000-watt model illuminates large screens so 
brilliantly as to give results hitherto achieved 
only with the more costly 35 mm. projectors. 
The roco-watt Filmo is the perfect machine 
for the large auditorium. The 750-watt 
Filmo is moderately priced, ideal for small 
auditoriums, schoolrooms, and the home. 


BELL & HOWELL 


16 mm. Movie Cameras 


Filmo 


and Projectors 


Bett & HOWELL COMPANY, 1830 Larchmont Ave., Chicago, Ill. 
New York, Hollywood, London (B & H Co., Ltd.) Established 1907 


THE CHURCH IN ACTION 

The Open Door—1 reel. (First of a series.) 
(How one church is serving not only the spirit- 
ual needs of its community but providing social 
fellowship for the community in which it is lo- 
cated thru a modern parish house activity.) 

The following six subjects in this group are in 
preparation. A series on Church Architecture, 
A Series on the Life of the American Negro, A 
Series on Children of New York, A Series on 
The Life and Customs of South Americans, A 
Series on The American Indian, The Victory of 
Faith—5 reels. 


THE LURE OF INDIA SERIES 

Indian Life—1 reel; Village Life in India—1 
reel; Boy Scouts of India—1 reel; The Pilgrim 
Path—1 reel; The Vale of Kashmire—1 reel; 
Rajputana, The Hero Land of India—1 reel: 
The Good Samaritan—1 reel. 


This catalog is available FREE to any min- 
ister who sends in the attached coupon filled in 
or answers the questions on his own letter paper. 


Do you use motion picture equipment in your 


Has information on such equipment which has 
appeared in the Expositor been helpful to you? 


CC ee ee ee er) 


er 


O10 640 © 01 0:00 0 0/8 06 © C10 © # 6 0: Sue 6 0.6 * ele ese €e € 86 e sole elele 


If you own or have a parish motion picture cam- 
era, give make and serial number 


OOS ED ECSC CSO iCaCa ia CO cea POMOC momen oOo. 
Ore) C168 6.0 © 01 eens) selene) a) ©] sels) elele 


Name 


Oe 0S 0 ote ee 0 ¢ wes sie e © 64 0) S016 6001s * alpialeleue 


Any problems you have experienced in the use 
of your Motion Picture Equipment or sugges- 
tions you have to make will receive cheerful 
and prompt attention from the most able au- 
thorities available. 
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WE’VE TRIMMED OUR TREE 
FOR YOUR 


CHALFONTE-HADDON HALL 


Rally round the Christmas tree 
at Chalfonte-Haddon Hall. We'll 
fill your holiday as full of fun as 
a good child’s Christmas stock- 
ing. Carols in the morning. 
Filled stockings and other de- 
lightful pleasures for the young- 
sters. Dances, concerts, and 
special entertainments the 
whole holiday week. Your own 
family table and a feast such 
as Santa himself might have 
planned. Come early and stay 
long. Moderate rates. American 
and European plans. Special 
weekly rates. 


Leeds and Lippincott Company 


Chalfonte- 
Haddon Hall 


ATLANTIC CITY 
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For Christmas 


Pastors and church workers find these 
cards appropriate to send to members of 
the congregation or the church school. Each 
card is ac- 
companied by 
a lined envel- 
ope. They sell 
for $2.50 a 
hundred. 


\ 2453. Illustrated. 
Size 34% x 5%. 


| 3A. Not illustrat- 
ed. The manger 
scene is portrayed 
in sepia and the 
card bears an ap- 
propriate mes- 
sage. 


2453 


A novelty folder is designed to carry 
the Christmas service announcement or a holi- 
day message from the pastor. It is a two-fold 
design, the front page showing the stable 
outside the walls of Bethlehem, and the back 
page which folds over, the wise men following 
the star. Inside three pages are blank for 
printing. Size 7 x 101% flat, or 334 x 7 folded. 
Order No. 335. $1.25 a hundred; $5.00 for 
five hundred; $9.00 a thousand; without 
envelopes. Delivery extra. 


Instead of a greeting card this year, 
why not send one of the several attractive 
gift booklets available from any Presby- 
terian Sales 
iN © OM CW a 
“When the 
Prince Came’”’ 
is a version of 
the Christmas 
story that will 
interest young, 
and old. It is\ 
printedin 
black on ivory 
stock with 
thumb nail 
Siena chhmerse 
in red through- 
out the 32 
pages. Size 514 
x7 34 inches. 25 
cents; $2.50 a 
dozen; with 
envelope. 


When the Prince Came 


Other inexpensive gift booklets, as well as sup- 
plies, books,and Bibles, are listedin our Christmas 
catalogue, free on request. 


THE WESTMINISTER PRESS 


PHILADELPHIA ..... .. Witherspoon Building 


PITTSBURGH........... +» Granite Building 
CH . 216 South Wabash Avenue 


ICAGO Ucn as 
SAN FRANCISCO . . 234 McAllister Street 
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OWE? TO RALLY 
YOUR PEOPLE 


The forces of Christ are gathering for a great ad- 
vance. Fervent church music provides the nec- 
essary accompaniment. 

Double Duty—Double Value 
“Worship andPraise’’isa double duty all-purpose 
book for church or school. Unrivalled musical 
content and worship outlines combined with 
mechanical superiority. Renews lagging interest 
—stimulates choir activity and congregational 
singing. 

Avoid price increase by acting now 
Present Prices: Rich leather-grained cloth, gold 
stamped $40 per 100. Bristol covers $25 per100. 
Orchestrations: 8 volumes—$10. Prices not 
prepaid. 


New Finance Plans 
Gives you new Song Books at no expense. 
Used successfully by hundreds of churches. 
Write today for returnable sample and 
details of new Finance Plans. 


HOPE PUBLISHING 


ESTABLISHED 1692 


only the best in song books CoM PANY 


5701-T West Lake St., Chicago, IIL. 


Revell’s Simplify Your Work 
T , SE ne acon. al- 
ways audited and correct. 
reasurer S Concise. simple. Time-sav- 
Re d ing weekly envelope system. 
No.1 for 434 subs. i ., $2.50; 
cords Pigbe noe eee aoe 
(SELF-PROVING) 1778 subs., $3.75; 2674 subs., $4.50. 
FLEMING H. REVELL CO., 158 Fifth Ave., New York 


See the Next Issue for the following 


Brief Seasonal Drama: “Of No Importance,” 
Speer. 

Sermon: “What Think Ye of Christ,” W. 
Fletcher. 

Children’s Story Sermons, “Christmas Craft.” 

This issue will be mailed the middle of De- 


cember, and should reach you in ample time for 
seasonal use. 
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PROGRAM BASED ON ACTION 
Continued from page 117 


6. TOPIC—Each one is given an opportunity 
to answer the above stated question. 

7, CLOSING SONG—Chosen by leader, “Je- 
sus Saviour Pilot me.” 


WHAT THE AUDIENCE DID 
Each one present For the meeting 
prayed silently— ee a persnoal message 

All, except one, who shook his head, prayed 
aloud for the church (That one apologized to 
the leader afterwards saying, he did not realize 
until several had prayed that he could have 
simply used his verse for the church: “Open the 
eyes of our understanding.’ 

Each one lifted the Bible in his hand, opened 
it, read a chapter to himself and marked a 
verse. 

All, except one, expressed something real. 
There was general participation. Many spoke 
many times. 

ALL THOUGHT—No one could be present 
and do the above without thought. No one 
could sidestep this reaction. The presence of 
real thought in any gathering of people has 
been questioned many times of late. 

Phases of use of the Bible brought forth by 
the Audience: 

Personal reliance on the Bible. 

Bible reading vs. other reading. 

Books of the Bible read as a whole vs. isolated 
passage reading. 

Marked and thumb-worn Bibles of fore- 
fathers, present volumes. 

Fore-fathers’ places for family Bible built in- 
to fire place of log homestead—place of family 
Bible today. 

Bible teaching of children, present and past. 

Necessity of communicating our richness of 
Bible heritage to our children before it is lost— 
How do this? 


WHAT THE LEADER CONTRIBUTED 

Words of the leader are given below only to 
show that the method of presentation limits 
neither his personality nor his opportunity to 
communicate all of inspiration he has to give. 
He is an inspirer, not an onlooker. 

(1) The leader closed the prayer for this 
meeting with his own prayer. 

(2) The leader did not need to mention the 
hymns he had previously chosen because well 
selected hymns were chosen by the people. His 
were not needed for comparison as to suitability. 

(3)-(4) The leader reminded the people 
“when two or three are gathered in My Name” 
and continued, “We say those words easily be- 
cause we are familiar with them. We would 
pause before saying, ‘We hold Him in our Hand’ 
but it is just as true. The Bible itself claims to 
be The direct Word. In case a friend writes a 
letter, the letter is not the friend, and it is the 
same with any other book, there is something 
between. The Bible is different, it is like the 
friend himself speaking. Therefore, before open- 
ing the Book, address the Lord and ask for His 
spoken message to you right now.”—(3) -(4). 

(5) The leader asked the people to tell him 
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/T GROWS WITH YOUR LIBRARY 


SECTIONAL. BOOKCASE. 
enoorsed by Over 200,000 Users 


$3: 75 per Section 
with Glass Door 
; SOLD ON APPROVAL 
USED in some of the finest 
} homes and offices throughout 
the country. Furnished in dif- 
ferent designs, materials and 
finishes, giving almost any de- 
sired effect. Sold direct from 
factory only, which assures you 
a permanent source of supply 
for additional sections in the 
future, and also saves you the 
middleman’s profit. 
Price complete as illustrated with 
three book sections, only $16.25. 
Write for your FREE Copy of Our Illustrated 
z Catalog No. H-124 Jt will interest you. 
THE C. J. LUNDSTROM MFG. CO., LITTLE FALLS, N. Y. 


Manufacturers of Sectional Bookcases since 1899 


THE 


Gort Girt 


THE gift of an Oxford Bible gives keen 
joy on Christmas Day and comfort, in- 
spiration and guidance in all the days to 
come. It is the gift that is appreciated 
by young and old. The choice of an 
Oxford Bible assures highest grade of 
materials and workmanship and reason- 
ableness of price. At all booksellers. 


OXFORD 
BIBLES 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 
114 Fifth Ave., New York 


FITS ANY SPACE 
“Always complete 
yet never finished” 


FREE— Send for 
Circular No. 5, tell- 
ing ““ How to Read 
Through in aYear,”” 


“PROTECTION 


At Low Cost—New Plan 


Write today for details of Month 
FREE on Introductory Member- 
ship Offer. Insurance available 
only to Church Members and 
Clergy—hence Low Easy Cost 
and prompt aid and comfort when needed. 

Company maintains full legal reserve with 
surplus twice that of reserve. Founded to sup- 
ply Church Members with sound insurance 
at the low rates they are entitled to by virtue 
of being better risks. 

Sick Benefits, Accident, Burial and Life In- 
surance including Endowments. No cost—no 
obligation to get details. 

Write today—(Giving date of birth) 

Pastors requested to write for cooperative plan. 
CHURCH MEMBERS’ RELIEF ASSN. 
J.K. Ake, President 
830 Cccidental Building Indianapolis, Indiana 


TO PERPETUATE 
HER MEMORY 


In every congregation is 
some man or woman who 
would welcome the suggestion of Golden- 
Voiced Deagan Tower Chimes as a stately 
and living memorial to a departed loved 
one. May we fet ioe Lowe ai story? 


(Gmmunion Ware of Quality 


Best Materials =) ALUMINUM or WaT Deccan Bids, CHICAGO 


a SILVER PLATE 
FINEST. Z Aoi wim ee 7. 
Wornnansnin Opa Jf DEAGAN 
-Lowest Prices. Send for Illustrated Catalog: THE MEMORIAL SUBLIME. 
INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION SERVICE CO. j ( h im of 
Room 324 1701~1703 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia,Pa Owe 
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Individually Tailored by 
American Craftsmen 


Pulpit and Choir GOWNS 


Embroidered Pulpit Hangings, 
Bookmarkers, Fabrics, etc. 
Custom Tailoring for 
Clergymen 
Junior Choir Vestments. 


Lowest prices consistent with 
values. Correspondence invited. 


T erper ence through serving the church 
for over half a century ts at your service 


Cox Sons & Vining, Inc. 


131-133 East 23rd Street, New York 
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ee oe CHURCHES 
are 
“INCLUDED” 
@ 
Government 


guarantees the 
} bank loan to 
your church for 
Folding Walls. 


@ CHURCH SCHOOL WORKERS demand separation 
into Class and Department Rooms. Divide with 
“Folding Walls” and retain large room usage. 


WRITE—FOLDING WALL CO—NOW ‘ 
3126 Scarborough Rd. Cleveland, Ohio 


“WHITE GIFTS FOR THE KING” 
The Ideal Giving Christmas Service 
Used by over 60,000 churches last year 
THE PLAN BOOK. 35c per copy. 

1934 PLAY by Mary Russell. 25c each. 
COMPLETE OUTFIT No. 34. $1.00 each, post- 
paid, (the two above and three additional 
services bound together). 

Complete information sent upon request 

No Free Samples 
MEIGS PUBLISHING COMPANY 
43-A W. Washington St., Indianapolis, Ind. 


THE CHRISTIAN LIFE SERIES 


Sunday School Literature 

Quarterlies and Papers 
Following the 
Int. Uniform Lesson Topics 
Including an Advanced Quarterly 
A sample pack will be sent to any Sunday School 
Official requesting samples. 
Address 


UNION GOSPEL PRESS 
Box 6059 Ex. Cleveland, Ohio 


Chureh Furniture 


Everything for Church and Sunday 
School use. Direct from our fac- 
tery to you. Beautiful and distinc- 
tive furniture — skilfully con- 
structed, richly finished—the kind 
you will admire. Correspondence 
and blue prints solicited. 
Fine catalog mailed free 


DeMoulin Bros. & Co. 
1116 8S. 4th St Greenville, Il. 


zip GOWNS 
Pulpit 
IN Draperies, Hangings, etc. Fine 
materials, beautiful work, pleas- 


ingly low prices. State your 
needs, Catalog and samples free. 


DeMoulin Bros. & Co. 
1153 S. 4th St. Greenville, Wl. 
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the number of the verses which they had mark- 
ed. One at a time he attempted to take a 
thought from their selected verse and apply it 
as it might be applied in prayer to the following 
groups: 

THE FAMILY:—Ephesians 1:18. 

“May the eyes of your understanding be en- 
lightened.” 

May my own eyes be enlightened, my brother’s 
eyes, 

My bereaved sister’s eyes, my niece’s, her 
husband’s, 

Her little child’s. 

CLOSE FRIENDS:—Ephesians 2:18. 

“Through Him may we all have access by one 
Spirit, unto the Father.” 

My close friends of many faiths. 

CHURCH :—Omitted until later. 
COUNTRY :—Ephesians 3:16. 

“Strengthened with might by His Spirit in the 
inner man.” 

The President of the U. S., etc. 
MISSIONARIES :—E£Ephesians 4:1, 2, 3. 

“Keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace.” 

Individual misisonaries and all missionaries. 
WORLD:—Ephesians 5:2, also 5:19. “Walk in 
love.” 

After the leader had made the verse applica- 
tions, he asked that all bow silently and each 
apply his own verse as the above groups were 
named by him. At the final naming of “The 
Church” he asked that each pray aloud his 
chosen message as a petition for the church. 
Anyone not wishing to do this, he added, might 
glance up and so be passed over. 

(6) Leader: “Incidentally, I have told you one 
way I use the Bible daily and now I am anxious 
as can be to hear how each of you use the 
Bible or to hear something you have to say 
about the use of the Bible. 

(7) The leader announced closing hymn, “Je- 
sus Saviour pilot me.” He said, “Let us each 
realize while we are singing that the Bible and 
Prayer are chart and compass. The compass 
always points north but we must read the 
needle.” 

The Leader’s regrets concerning 
his own meeting: 


When Ephesians 5:19 was mentioned, “Sing- 
ing and making melody in your heart to the 
Lord,” he passed it over without commanding 
the chooser by saying that his passage gave the 
very lilt of the Christian life. The regret was 
keen because one touch at the right moment is 
better than a whole sermon, especially if the 
audience is not “in tune.” 

One stranger slipped in and took one of the 
back seats. In his own home the leader would 
have considered it rude not to include a strang- 
er in the company. He wished later that he had 
addressed him and said, “Do you wish to speak 
to this question about the Bible? It will be a 
favor if you do so.” The stranger would not have 
hesitated to shake his head in case he did not 
and the leader and people will never know but 
that they “entertained angels unaware.” 

It was thought that the reason so many topics 
were mentioned in the discussion was due to the 
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uM E KNOW of no teacher " “EXCELLOGRAPH” 
who has used these helps (l_ —- PRINTS FROM 
and been content after- = STENEILS 
wards to be without them.” | 


SNOWDEN'’S 


Sunday School Lessons 


(000 PRINTED 
COPIES PER HOUR 


EXCELLOGRAPHS AND SUPPLIES. 


“EXCELLOGRAPH DELUXE” prints ((reproduces) 
Anything Typewritten, Penned, Drawn or Traced. 
Prints in colors. Prints 25 copies per minute. Inside 
Inking. Lowest Priced Open Drum Machine On 
Market. Investigate ““EXCELLOGRAPH." Folder, 
Work Samples, Testimonials, Free. 


PITTSBURGH TYPEWRITER & 
SUPPLY CO. 


Suite 516 Pittsburgh, Pa- 


Forceful, attention - holding 
material. 

Excellent, workable method. 

Complete in one inexpensive 
volume. 


eM ee eee ee fe ee en eee ee fe ce fee effet 


fed fed cfc re fe fe ed fel fe ere fe fe 


THE PERFECT TEACHER'S GUIDE FOR 1935 


Macmillan $1.35 


— — 2) 


Invokes God.... 


and invites Men to 


Surrender Salvation 


352 


Numbers 


No Matter Where You Live, Our 
Parish Paper Service Will Solve 
Your “Empty Pew’’ Problem 


ISTANCE is no obstacle. Churches 

from Maine to California, Texas to 

Northern Canada, Alaska, Australia 

and Bermuda are now effectively using our 
service. 

A Parish Paper will advertise your church, 

increase attendance and collections, conserve 


: | time, increase prestige, enthuse members and 

abernacle auxiliaries. Cost you nothing if our service 

is used. In fact, many ministers make from 

Hymns Books $25 to $100 per month from Parish Paper 

Number Three in one work. 

Combines the qualities of the stand- Weekly papers shipped within 24 hours, 

ard hymnal and the Gospel song book. four and eight-page monthly papers within 
Beloved old hymns of this book lift the heart to 48 hours. 


God in worship, praise and invocation. Its stir- 


ring gospel songs stretch forth arms of appeal ——_—————————————— ee eee 


and invitation to all men. . THE NATIONAL RELIGIOUS PRESS 
Song Book of the Nation eae iise Mich 
“Tabernacle Hymns Number Three”’ is written wieeD EE : ; 
out of deep spiritual conviction. Aflame with Send me free of charge full particulars and 
power these hymns of Devotion, Atonement, samples. 
Second Coming, etc., also children’s songs, 
choir numbers and solos, haye won world-wide INGNING: cessor teen 
acclaim and_ recognition. PRESENT LOW 
PRICES; Per 100, silk cloth, $50; bristol $32.50. Urea! ccemecenepemmrteres ne eer ene 
Not prepaid. Fully orchestrated. : 
Write today for returnable sample copy 0 9 
and new “ No-Cost” song book plans. 
TABERNACLE PUBLISHING CO. Exp. Dec. 
322-T North Waller Avenue, Chicago, Illinois nn 
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IR and PULPIT ROBES 


A robe by Cotrell & Leonard is rec- 
ognized as the standard of authentic- 


CHO 


ity and excellence. Send for samples 
of materials and for prices. 


PY 
Established 1832 


LEONARD 
Albany, N. Y. 


KS 


COTRELL & 
485 Broadway 


UNION LESSON HELPS 


on the International Uniform Lessons 


stand for and proclaim 
the heart of the Gospel 


Union periodicals aim to present only con- 
structive truth. They refrain from contro- 
versal discussion of doctrines which are not 
fundamental and on which evangelical Chris- 
tians hold varying views. They are thoroughly 
practical as well as Biblically sound. 


Write for free specimen copies 


American Sunday School Union 


1816 Chestnut St. Philadelphia, Pa. 


LETTERGRAPH DUPLICATOR 


Helps churches to adver- Ministers use for church 


tise with least expense... bulletins, letters, post- 
keeps members interested. cards, forms, etc. Makes 
eee pens costs 50 per perfect copies of 
cent to 


anything typed, 
written or drawn, 
from postcard to 
9 x 15 sheet. Try 
for 10 days before 
buying. 


per cent. 


ee) 

$ 50 
29. Complete 
Write for special offer for churches 


THE HEYER DUPLICATOR CO., Inc. 
943 W. Jackson Dept. 1234 Chicago, Ill. 


95 


aUP 


Brand New wx I 


E 


PORTABLE. 


O¢ aDay-EasyTerms 
REMINGTON-UNDERWOOD, ETC. 
and easy terms onlimited 
supplyonly. Allbrandnew, up-to-date 
—4rowkeyboard. Fully Guaranteed 
SEND NO MONEY—10 Day Trial 
Send for special new literature and money-saving, easy pay plan with 
10 day trial offer, Also Sy bargains in standard size, rebuilt 
office models on FREE trial offer. 231 W. Monroe St 
International Typewriter Exch., Dept. ,993, Chicago 
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fact that the group was not accutomed to par- 
ticipating in concentrated thought on one sub- 
ject. Possibly the leader failed in his part at 
this point. 

OBJECTIVES OF THIS PLAN 

1. To build a thoughtful generation by bring- 
ing experience to bear upon inexperience ex- 
actly at the point where by its own words the 
latter reveals it stands. 

2. To make it possible for any individual in 
any group to stamp and to set the tone of the 
whole by saying something which is vital to 
himself. 

3. To bring encouragement to the individual 
by assuring him of the power he may be when 
used as a channel of the Holy Spirit. At the 
time this use is taking place he will be uncon- 
scious of it. 

4. To build a program so flexible that it will 
never become mechanical or wooden until all 
member’s inspiration fails. One that will allow 
the leader all he may have to contribute in 
personality—First, he will hold a meeting. Sec- 
ond, he will find out what inspiration the peo- 
ple have to add to his own. 

5. To secure cooperation between leader and 
the led in its most Heavenly form. 

See January issue for second article on 


“Church Program Based on Action.” 


FOR SALE, EXCHANGE 


and CLASSIFIED DEPT. 


This depariment for the exclusive use of our pastor sub- 
scribers. 


For Sale—Good books from minister’s library 
at greatly reduced prices. Books on “Life of 
Christ,” Sermonic Reading, Commentaries, etc. 
Send for list to F. L. Pohly, Whitehouse, Ohio. 


Unusual Bargain—Bell & Howell Filmo model 
D 16 mm. motion picture camera with f. 3.5. 
and f. 1.9. lenses. B & H Duplex sky filter set, 
splicing and rewind board, B. & H. Photometer 
and large sized $35 silver collapsible screen. Cost 
over three hundred dollars. Guaranteed perfect. 
To close estate $85. Box 25, The Expositor. 


Practically New King double French Horn. 
Hardly used. Rare buy at $90.00 
Write Mr. Ramsey, % The Expositor. 


_ Young Cultured church worker desires posi- 
tion. Seven years experience. Would act as 
housekeeper for minister. Small salary. 

Box 10, The Expositor. 


Carolyn A. Hosford—Worker of highest stand- 
ards and years experience now building schedule 
for 1935 Special Meetings. Preacher, Singer, 
Organizer, Worker among Women and Children 
and general valuable aid to Pastors and 
Churches. Write for literature. 98 Wellington 
Street, Springfield, Massachusetts. 


Harvard Classics, 50 volumes; used, but very 
good condition. $25.00 cash; carriage not pre- 
paid. Rev. Daniel Goerss, Pitcairn, Pennsylvania. 
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HAMMERMILL 20-LB. BOND LETTERHEADS AN p 
Printed to Order; Neatly Boxed; Postpaid; A Ge oe 


JUST RIGHT 
STATIONERY 


JUST RIGHT 
SERVICE 


JRS 


We have startled the organ 
world by building an actual 
pipe organ of two manuals 
and pedal for only a few 
hundred dollars. Nothing 
comparable with it has ever 
been developed. Write for 
our special low price. Don’t 
miss this opportunity for 
real economy. 


WICKS PIPE ORGAN CO. 


DEPT. E. HIGHLAND, ILL. 


ONLY 90c (POST-PAID $1.00) 


PRACTICAL =| _ Suncay Sehoot Teachers 
COMMENTARY 


this regularly as a good 

all-around Commentary 

on the Lessons. Con- 

1935 tains hints to teachers. 
Illustrations, Blackboard Exercises, Questions, Maps, Etc. 

FLEMING H. REVELL CO., 158 Fifth Ave., New York 


Choir-Pulpit-Gowns 


E. R. MOORE CO. 
Makers Since 1907 


932-938 DAKIN STREET 


CHICAGO 


C-12 1 AM 
WORTH 

Save 20% on your next Expositor sub- 
scription on the following conditions: 

1. There must be 12 of me. 

2. Beginning any month in the year. 

3. Coupons must be for consecutive mos. 

4. Not good or redeemable on combina- 
tion offers. 

The Expositor is $3.00 a year. 12 of these 
coupons, sent in accordance with the 
above rules, will earn you 60c credit on 
your subscription. 


c SAVE Dec., 1934 
ME 


me | WHITE PIPE-TONE FOLDING ORGANS 
In successful use all over the world for more 
than 30 years. Various sizes. Free catalog and 


=| special prices. 
A. L. WHITE MFG. CO., Dept. E.R. 
Chicago, III. 


215 Englewood Ave. 


The Expositor with The Minister’s Annual 
hould be included in your budget for necessary 
o0ls. These publications will do much to keep 
p your courage, inspiration, and preaching 
tandard. : 


Price her Siniecernia yp eLeRb e Aisle AGrnnig.siuininiqinie Walsiwalbinin wiee ible aid’sl sin ge cls’s Blac’ eeig-eciabilercie 100 250 500 1M 
Hammerhill Bond Letterheads, White or Colors, Any Size $1.00 $1.75 $2.50 $4.00 
HGH Wel Gnes me Coyge Match Go AxGu smmmnonanesemeiae ec Ace ead. cmene 1.00 1.75 2.50 4, 
Mettorheadswand iRnyelopes sc cccceceteccecceocedecsocce ons: 1.50 2.50 4.00 7.00 
Letterheads any size, Envelopes 3%x7!6 or 446x916 2.00 3.50 5.50 10:00 


Send for Samples 


Dept. E— 800 Stewart Avenue, COLUMBUS, OHIO 


CHRISTMAS 
SUPPLIES 


If you are planning to purchase pastor- 
al Christmas Greeting Cards, small gift 
calendars, Christmas pastoral letters or 
stationery . 2 
Or, if your church intends to use special 
Christmas bulletins, announcement folders, col- 
lection envelopes and money raising novelties, 
be sure you inspect the WOOLVERTON line. 
A mammoth sample packet of complete 
Christmas printed and lithographed supplies 
will be dispatched to you by return mail upon 
request. No obligation. Write today. 


THE WOOLVERTON PRINTING CO. 


Cedar Falls, Iowa 


Individual 


“THE SANITARY” Communion 


Convenient, Noiseless and Sanitary 
The individual communion 
service permits an impres- 
sive ceremony. We _ intro- 
duced individual cups. We 
make the finest quality of 
oeautiful polished trays and 
supply thousands of satis- 
fied congregations. Send for 
free Catalog with quota- 


tions. 
ee SANITARY COMMUNION SERVICE 
200-E 57th Street Rochester, N. Y. 


CHURCH FURNITURE 


DIRECT FACTORY PRICES 


Pews, Pulpits, Pulpit Chairs, Communion Tables, Altar 

Vases, Altar Crosses, Baptismal Fonts, Sunday School 

Furniture. We allow for or sell your old equipment. 
Catalogue and details on request. 


REDINGTON COMPANY DEPT. SCRANTON, PA. 
PORTABLE 


M & M CHAPELS 


SAVE TIME AND MONEY 
Send for Free CATALOG, Today 


MERSHON & MORLEY CO. 
17 Main Street Saginaw, Michigan 


CUPS 


THE HALL ORGAN CO. 
WEST HAVEN, CONN. 


Each instrument individually designed 
and constructed by HALL craftsmen. 
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